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DELTA 
DYSTOPIA 


Welcome to this 
week's Trends 
Journal: DELTA 
DYSTOPIA: 
GOVERNMENT 
CONTROL & DEHUMANIZED. 


Freedom to “Think for Yourself’? How 
dare you! 


The government is in full control. You will 
only listen to and believe what they say. 
Anything else is “misinformation” and 
“conspiracy theories.’ 


You have no Freedom. You must do as you 
are told. If you refuse their orders to get 
their “Operation Warped Speed” 
unapproved by the Food and Drug 
Administration gene therapy jab... you lose 
your job, can’t travel, go to events, eat in 
restaurants, go to school etc. It’s THE 
LAW. 


Sir Thomas More's fictional Dystopia of 
injustice and dehumanization that he 
wrote some 500 years ago has become the 
New ABnormal. 


The socio economic and geopolitical 
implications of the COVID War - and now 
COVID War 2.0 - are far and wide. As we 
detail in this and other Trends Journals, 
we are doing our very best to help you 
survive and thrive in these times of 
unprecedented uncertainty. 


We are also doing all we can to Unite for 


Freedom, Peace and Justice ... which is 
anathema to the Dystopian order that is 


Trends Journal 


being imposed upon us by a government 
near you. 


Pace e Amore, 


Gerald Celente, Publisher 


COMMENTS 


DELTA FEARS 

This is all part of the plandemic. This is a 
psych-op. They are planning on splitting 
up the populations of the world into them 
and us using this vaccination agenda. The 
end leading, as it always does in the 
unconflicted ideological way of thinking, 
to examples of government takeovers, 
communist or fascist that being 
re-education or extermination. 


alachiropractic 


MARKETS FLASHING RED 

Smart or insider? By “smart money” you 
must mean inside traders or our political 
elites who trade on inside information 
without consequences. We can not do it 
for fear of prison time, as in the case of 
Martha Steward. If you are not part of 
their “club” then you are relegated to 
being with all the other outsiders ( the 
general public ). Some may call this a 
“rigged system”. It’s sure not equal odds by 
a long shot. 


Craig Bradley 


GOLD, CRYPTO & REVOLUTION 

I don't think millennials have a thing for 
gold. Yes it has intrinsic value but the 
price can be manipulated as well. 

Gold is a safe bet for me, but the 
revolutionary bet on the future is 
BTC/Crypto. If we truly want freedom and 
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abundance we're going to have to take a 
bet on something new. 


Cesar E 


CELL PHONE SAGE 

Thanks to Mr. Celente’s past info about 
the hazard of cell phones I stopped 
carrying my cell phone about 1 year ago. I 
am experiencing less confusion. But I 
believe that because of those years when I 
did carry the cp on my belt I have been 
blessed with nerve damage to my leg....not 
completely sure.??? Now I also leave it in 
the car for emergencies only. 


lvblasiotti 


CHOOSE WISELY 

At this point most everyone should have 
stopped using facebook, twitter, and other 
social media/communication platforms 
and traded them for things like rumble, 
parler, and bitchute. 


Some have, including yours truly, but not 
nearly enough. 


Stop feeding the beast! As the old Chinese 
proverb says “when you find yourself in a 
hole the first rule is to stop digging” 


Eagle11 


POLS PROFITING FROM INSIDER INFO 
The announcement that Microsoft won 
the [JEDI Pentagon] contract twice and 
recently it was announced that Amazon 
was awarded the contract after it’s 
challenge of the award, surely must have 
caused a lot of monetary losses on Wall 
Street among Venture Capitalists! 


Insider information being used by 
members of the government Elites like 
Pelosi, Schumer, McConnell, Obama, 
Clintons Bidens, etc. and all levels of local, 
state, and federal government investment 
ploys called Public/Private partnerships 
help to mask the plain corruption by 
officialdom in all governments agencies. 
The Pelosi family is no different from 
other government officials who profit 
from insider information sanctioned by 
Wall Street and Venture Capitalists! 


harlow53 


NY’ERS FIGHT FOR NO VAX SUNY 
ACCESS 

Good for them and I wish them good luck 
and I hope the students win the lawsuit. 


I'd rather get fired from my job than get 
the jab of this crap and Biden and Fauci 
can both f*ck themselves. 


daniel chick 


“BRAINWASHED” SUMS IT UP 

Great cartoon [by Stephen Green]. Very 
accurate! I don’t understand what these 
people think the motivation is to spread 
“mis info”, other than it being true. 


Big pharma has everything to gain. With 
Media bought and paid for, it’s easy to see 
why they would lie. It makes no sense for 
your uncle or brother to make shit up. For 
what? So ridiculous that people trust 
government over their friends and family. 


Matt 


Click here to support the TJ by using our 
links for products and services 


TRENDS ON THE U.S. ECONOMIC 
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U.S. MARKET OVERVIEW 


U.S. EQUITY MARKETS: DOWN AND UP 


In a prelude to yesterday’s stock market plunge, stocks closed Friday below 
their Monday levels. 


The S&P 500 and Dow Jones Industrial Average each lost 1 percent for the 
week; the NASDAQ was off 1.9 percent. 


Equities sank on the news that inflation in June spiked 5.4 percent and surveys 
showing consumers losing a measure of confidence in the economy’s future, 
due largely to inflation’s speedy climb. 


Energy, financial, and other “cyclical” stocks that benefit from the economy’s 
recovery drooped, with the small-cap Russell 2000 index losing 5.1 percent, its 
worst week since October, the WSJ noted. 


Travel-related stocks also weakened under rising public concerns that the 
virulent Delta variant of the COVID virus could slow or halt travel once again. 


Carnival Cruise share prices dropped 4.7 percent and Alaska Air 4 percent, 
ranking them among the S&P’s worst performers. 


Foreign markets also sagged at the end of last week. 


The Shanghai Composite Index lost 0.7 percent; Japan’s Nikkei 225 dipped 1 
percent. 


Biden Bounce Hits Bump 


Yesterday, the downtrend accelerated for the reason we had forecast over a 
month ago: The Presstitutes, bureaucrats and politicians would be pumping up 
COVID War 2.0... “the highly contagious Delta variant.” Indeed, we have detailed 
the hysteria and realities of the new coronavirus strain in this and previous 
Trends Journals. 


Thus, with the news blasting fear, and the big push to get more of the population 
vaccinated, expectations on The Street for a strong economic Biden bounce 
flattened. 


On Monday, having its worst session since October, the Dow fell 725 points, 
closing down over 2 percent while Europe’s Stoxx 600 was down 2.3 percent. 
Yet, even with the strong selloff, the three major stock indexes were down only 
about 3 percent from their record highs. The S&P 500 gained some 15 percent 
this year and the Dow Industrials is up over 13 percent... all on the expectations 
of the Biden Bounce: cheap money fueling equities, real estate and retail. 


Indeed—as evidenced by the soaring markets despite billions of lives and 
livelihoods destroyed in the year and a half since the COVID War was 
launched—in the world of Banksters and money junky gamblers, facts don’t 
matter... gamblers matter. 


Happy Days are Here Again! 
In less than 24 hours, the Delta variant fear vanished. 


In a blink of an eye, it was a whole new equity world. Forget the news that had 
those airlines and cruise companies stock plummeting on fears the variant 
would cripple their business. Today, with the variant vanishing, American 
Airlines, Delta Airlines and Royal Caribbean which all lost some 4 percent 
yesterday, spiked 8 percent, 5 percent and 7 percent respectively. 


And after falling over 700 points yesterday and registering its worst session 
since October, today the Dow was up 550 points, the S&P 500 gained 1.5 
percent and the Nasdaq Composite rose 1.57 percent while the small-cap 
benchmark Russell 2000 index jumped 3.5 percent. 


What’s Next? 


And, while prices of many commodities got hit hard yesterday, but are bouncing 
back today, inflation is a key indicator of what’s next and what to expect. As we 
continue to note, the higher inflation goes, the higher interest rates will rise. And 
when the Fed rate climbs to the 1.5 percent range from near zero today, equites 
and real estate markets will deeply dive. 


Where is inflation going? Some say up, others say down. Check out Gregory 
Mannarino’s article, “Expect Inflation to Rise Rapidly, Along with A New 
Feudal System.” 


For years he has warned that an inflation tsunami was approaching, there was 
no way to stop it, and it would get much worse. 


GOLD/SILVER: Gold prices moved a bit higher today at $1,807 per ounce... 
essentially sideways, it’s down some three dollars from last week. However, 
silver at $25 per ounce is down a dollar from last week and hit a 
more-than-three-month low today. Silver as we noted is used in both heavy 
industry and hi-tech. As forecasts for an economic slowdown persist, 
commodity prices have taken a sharp hit. 


However, with the cryptocurrency market on a sharp downtrend, we forecast 
that the bets that were going into cryptocurrencies will move back into gold and 
silver as the predominant safe haven assets. And, with our forecasts for a bear 
equities market, with prices falling 20 percent or more, the deeper the stock 
markets fall, the higher precious metals prices will rise. 


And so too, as inflation rises higher and currencies move lower, precious metals, 
a primary inflation hedge, will continue to move higher. 


OIL: Expecting the economy to rapidly expand in the second half of the year and 
world oil demand to grow by 6.6 percent in 2021, OPEC+ made a deal on 
Sunday to increase supply by 400,000 barrels per day beginning 1 August. 


Since timing is everything, they did it at the perfectly wrong time... since 
equities began to plunge as fears that the Delta variant would force more 
lockdowns. Thus, the more lockdowns the slower economic growth and the less 
demand for oil. 


After plunging 7 percent yesterday and down some $7 from its recent high, 
Brent Crude edged up above $69 a barrel on reports of tight supply. 


And while we have forecast rising inflation thus higher commodity prices, should 
much of the world lockdown again to fight the COVID War 2.0 “Delta variant,” 
inflation will decline in many commodity sectors as supply greatly outweighs 
demand. 


TRENDPOST: Demand for gasoline, jet fuel, and industrial chemicals 
plummeted during 2020’s economic crash, bankrupting hundreds of small U.S. 
shale producers and other oil-related businesses. 


Welcome to 20217. 


The seasonal average volume of total U.S. oil-based products being 
produced —a gauge of consumption—soared to its highest level in the three 
decades for which the U.S. commerce department has kept records. 


Gasoline and diesel fuel already had returned to pre-2020 levels; the new surge 
is fueled by makers of asphalt, lubricants, plastics, and non-fuel products, 
indicating that U.S. industry, and the economy in general, is on the mend. 


This resurgent U.S. economy is shrinking the global oil supply even more, 
especially now that American oil companies are unable to raise money for new 
drilling (“Qil Production Predicted to Remain Weak This Year,” Trends Journal, 
18 May, 2021). 


Demand for jet fuel is still 24 percent less than in July 2019, although air travel is 
rebounding. That indicates even greater pressure is ahead for an 
already-undersupplied market. 


U.S. oil production has averaged a little more than 11 million barrels a day this 
year, a level that will rise to 11.85 million by the end of this year, according to the 
U.S. Energy Information Administration; the country averaged 12.23 million 
barrels daily in 2019. 


The country’s oil supply is so strained that earlier this month, the price of West 
Texas Intermediate crude rose closer to that of benchmark Brent crude than it 
had since last October. 

Oil inventories at Cushing, Oklahoma, the delivery terminal for Nymex futures 


contracts, reached their smallest since March 2020. 
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BITCOIN: As we go to press, bitcoin is trading in the $29,000 range. And the 
lower cryptocurrency leader falls, other digital coins are dragging lower with it. 


As we have been forecasting for years, the harder regulators around the world 
clamp down on cryptocurrencies, the lower the prices fall. And most recently 
China, Thailand, Japan and Canada have stepped up regulatory scrutiny on 
crypto mining and trading. 


Therefore, we maintain our forecast that should Bitcoin fall in the mid to low 
$25,000 range it will plunge deeply into the teens and lower per coin. 


2020 SHUTDOWN PERMANENTLY ERASED JOBS 


During 2021’s first quarter, U.S. economic 
output returned to 99.5 percent of its level at 
the end of 2019. 


At the same time, American workers put in 
4.5 percent fewer hours, according to The 


Wall Street Journal. 


In other words, the shutdown forced companies to automate or streamline 
processes, operations, and product lines, allowing businesses to achieve 
pre-crisis results with permanently fewer workers. 


For example, defense and aerospace company Raytheon laid off 21,000 workers 
at the beginning of last year’s shutdown when air travel crashed and airlines 
canceled orders for new planes. 


The crisis sped the company’s plans to automate and digitize various aspects of 
the business, Raytheon said in January 2021, announcing that it would no 
longer need most, or perhaps all, of the 4,500 contract workers it let go 10 
months earlier. 
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“We have over 500 automation and upgrade projects we plan to deploy over the 
next three to five years,” vice-president Paolo Dal Cin said in comments quoted 
by the WSJ. 


The projects include connecting an additional 20,000 devices into the 
company’s digital network so data can be collected and routed automatically -— a 
job formerly handled largely by contract workers. 


The shutdown also was “truly an opportunity to redefine the hotel operating 
model,” according to Marriott hotel chain CEO James Risoleo. 


Guests will now need to opt in to certain housekeeping services instead of 
receiving them automatically, he said. 


Hilton will clean rooms less frequently for guests on extended stays but did not 
comment on how many fewer maids the change will require. 


The chain also has restructured its food and beverage operations to allow a 
permanent 30-percent reduction in that department’s workforce. 


The company’s hotels “will be higher-margin and require less labor” than before 
the 2020 crash, CEO Christopher Nassetta explained in February comments 
cited by the WSJ. 


Restaurant chains such as Applebee’s and Dave & Buster’s are handing guests 
digital tablets to use to order and pay, cutting down on the number of servers 
needed. 


The U.S. tax code encourages investments in automation, the WSJ noted. 
Businesses pay about $.25 in taxes for every $1 paid to workers but only about 
$.05 in taxes for each dollar invested on machines because companies can 
deduct the cost of capital investments, MIT economist Daron Acemoglu told the 


WSJ. 
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“If you’re a retailer, if you introduce 10 checkout kiosks, that’s not very 
expensive,” he said. 


TREND FORECAST: Today the American Hotel & Lodging Association reported 
that the hotel industry’s road to recovery will be long and uneven: 


e More than one in five direct hotel operations jobs lost during the 
pandemic —nearly 500,000 in total— will not have returned by the end of 
the year 

e Hotel occupancy is projected to drop ten percentage points from 2019 
levels 

e Hotel room revenue will be down $44 billion this year compared to 2019 

e States and localities will have lost more than $20 billion in unrealized tax 
revenues from hotels over the past two years 


An extremely important element of their findings is that urban markets have been 
disproportionately impacted. Thus, this re-confirms our forecast for a deep 
commercial real estate slump in major urban cities as more people work from 
home, business travel declines and the fear of new virus strains and government 
demands for COVID passports limits tourism and travel. 


Indeed, with under 50 percent of the people fully jabbed—even if the number 
rose to 60 percent—a sizable portion of society will be travel, tourism, concert, 
theater and night-club banned, which will negatively impact the hospitality and 
commercial real estate sectors. 
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APARTMENT RENTS CLIMBING 
_ se a Y 


_ Across the U.S., the monthly rent for an 
apartment has increased an average of 7.5 
percent this year, three times the typical 
annual bump, as demand is surging, 

| Apartments.com reported. 


Analysts expect rents to continue climbing 
into next year, due largely to three factors, according to the Washington Post: 
e young adults are re-establishing their own homes after staying with friends 
or family during 2020’s crisis; 
e people who enjoy city life are returning to urban centers, although many 
are relocating to lower-cost areas; 
e older adults whose children have left home are cashing out of their owned 
houses and renting instead. 


“We’re going to see [rent] increases for the next 12 to 18 months,” Robert 
Pinnegar, president of the National Apartment Association, told the WP. 


“We’ve never had three generations in the rental housing space, at least not in 
the numbers we’re seeing now,” he said. 


Demand for single-family rental homes is growing faster than at any time in the 
past 16 years, with rents for these units rising their fastest in 15 years, data firm 


Corelogic said. 


Demand is also especially strong for apartments in smaller cities, which typically 
have a smaller inventory of flats, the WP noted. 


Rents for houses and apartments combined are rising at the quickest pace since 
2006’s housing crisis, Zillow.com said. 


The rising rents are an additional factor that could fuel long-term inflation. 
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Rental homes in the U.S. have been in short supply for years, especially 
less-expensive units, particularly in urban and exurban areas. 


The shortage was worsened as building projects stalled during 2020 and some 
rental units were sold as owners cashed out during the ongoing boom in home 
sales. 


Freed by last year’s lockdown to seek more space and lower costs, renters have 
flocked to the Sunbelt and inland western states, causing a shortage of rental 
housing in those areas that likely will take years to resolve, according to the WP. 


Rents are even rising again in New York City and San Francisco, although rates 
are still below their pre-shutdown levels. 


In November, 60 percent of listings on Apartments.com advertised one or more 
months of free rent; now 35 percent do, the service said. 


TRENDPOST: As we report again this week (“Blackstone Pays $5.1 Billion to 
Buy Rent-Controlled Apartments”), the rental boom has lured private equity firms 
into the field. The firms are buying dozens or hundreds of houses and apartment 
buildings at a time, hoping to profit from what they believe is a long-term rise in 
rents that will remain high once demand stabilizes. (See “Real Estate Investors 
Choosing Single-Family Rental Homes,” Trends Journal, 13 October 2020.) 


TREND FORECAST: Private equity firms’ ability to pay top prices in cash for 


houses is creating an upward spiral that will keep single-family rentals in short 
supply and high in price for the foreseeable future. 


Trends Journal 13 20 July 2021 


BLACKSTONE PAYS $5.1 BILLION TO BUY RENT-CONTROLLED 
APARTMENTS 
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Blackstone, one of the world’s largest 
investment managers, has bought 678 
rent-controlled apartment buildings around 
the U.S. from insurance giant AIG for $5.1 
billion, the Financial Times reported. 
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The apartments are covered by the federal Low Income Housing Tax Credit 
program, which gives developers tax breaks if they limit rents to no more than 
20 percent of an area’s median income. 


Blackstone will comply with all relevant regulations while making “significant” 
investments to maintain and improve the properties, a company spokesperson 
said, adding that “we look forward to being long-term owners,” in comments 
quoted by the FT. 


The regulations covering rent rates last for a few decades, after which owners 
can charge market rates. 


The sale is part of a $7.3-billion deal by which Blackstone will own 9.9 percent 
of AIG’s retirement savings and life insurance businesses and manage tens of 
billions of dollars’ worth of AlG’s assets. 


The new purchase follows Blackstone’s $6-billion June purchase of Home 
Partners of America, which buys suburban single-family houses and rents them 
to aspiring homeowners unable to qualify for a mortgage. 


TRENDPOST: The new purchase broadens Blackstone’s already considerable 
presence in the U.S. housing market, both directly and through its Invitation 
Homes subsidiary. (See “Invitation Homes to Buy $1 Billion Worth of Houses This 
Year,” Trends Journal, 1 June 2021.) 


With Blackstone, Cerebus Capital Management, and other private equity firms 
snapping up houses—sometimes buying them out from under individual families 
who have made offers—home prices will not only remain elevated for the 
indefinite future, but also fewer families will realize the dream of home 
ownership. 


Instead of fulfilling their American dream, more families will remain tenants of 
private equity masters and other Bigs who leverage their ever-growing wealth to 
gather more money for themselves at the expense of ordinary people and 
families. 


U.S. BANKS PERMANENTLY SHUT BRANCHES, CUT STAFF 


a 
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— a OS Many U.S. retail banks are permanently 
TS r | closing branches and firing staff, betting 
p that online banking that became a habit 
during the 2020 shutdown will endure, 


according to the Financial Times. 


Citigroup, JPMorgan, and Wells Fargo collectively have closed more than 250 
branches this year, cutting their networks by as much as 5 percent. 


Wells Fargo, which had the most domestic branches at the end of 2020, closed 
154, about 3 percent of its outlets, and terminated 6 percent of its workforce. 


“Our customers are increasingly leveraging our digital capabilities,” enabling the 
bank to “adjust branch staffing,” CFO Michael Santomassimo said in comments 
quoted by the FT. 


Citigroup dumped about 100 branches across Asia, Mexico, and the U.S., about 
4 percent of its network; JPMorgan shuttered 40 offices, about 1 percent of its 
total. 
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Physical visits to branches have been declining in recent years, but the banks 
still see brick-and-mortar locations as essential to draw new clients. 


“The difference is that, with digital, we can enter a new market with fewer 
branches than we did five or ten years ago and serve just as many clients, if not 
more,” JPMorgan said in a statement quoted by the FT. 


Online banking has long been predicted to shrink the number of in-person bank 
locations, but 2020’s lockdown sped the process, the FT noted. 


TREND FORECAST: We predicted this trend almost two years ago (“Don’t Bank 
on Banking Jobs,” Trends Journal, 8 October 2019) and see it growing stronger. 
Eventually, people will need to enter bank buildings only to confer over loans or 
account problems or to provide a witnessed signature. 


And, with the commercial real estate sector already suffering from the work at 
home trend, fear of employees returning to work and businesses forcing workers 
to get vaccinated, the loss of bank branches which are richly spread throughout 
cities is another trend that will negatively affect commercial real estate. 


FED HOLDS FIRM ON POLICY DESPITE 5-PERCENT INFLATION 


The U.S. Federal Reserve will not raise 
interest rates or curtail its 
$120-billion-a-month bond-buying program 
any time soon, Fed chair Jerome Powell 
told Congress on 14 June, despite inflation 
shooting to 5.4 percent year-on-year last 
month, its fastest clip in 13 years, as the 


U.S. labor department reported. 


High inflation is “transitory,” Powell said again in testimony to the House 
Financial Services Committee. 
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The high rate of inflation “is a shock going through the system associated with 
re-opening the economy,” he acknowledged, adding that the Fed “isn’t 
comfortable” with inflation running at its current headlong pace. 


However, it would be a mistake to make policy changes that would ripple 
through the economy when inflation is being driven by a small number of 
services, such as airfares and car rental rates, or a few goods, such as 
passenger vehicles, he said. 


The Fed is monitoring inflation to see if it soreads more widely across the 
economy, he told Congress. 


The Fed is ready to “adjust monetary policy as appropriate if we saw signs that 
the path of inflation or longer-term inflation expectations were moving materially 
and persistently beyond levels consistent with our goal,” he said. 


“Substantial further progress” in righting the economy “is still a ways off,” he 
noted. 


When lawmakers expressed anxiety that high inflation was becoming 
entrenched, Powell asked his questioners to keep “faith” in the Fed’s judgment 
and warned that tightening policy too soon is a greater risk than adjusting it too 
late. 


“We really do believe, and virtually all forecasters do believe, that these things 
will come down of their own accord as the economy reopens,” he noted. “It 


would be a mistake to act prematurely.” 


Still, Powell admitted that the Fed was feeling its way through the current 
turmoil. 


“We don’t have another example [to follow] of the last time we re-opened a 
$20-trillion economy with lots of fiscal and monetary support,” he said. 
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The S&P 500, the Dow Jones Industrial Average, and bond prices rose on 
Powell’s reassurance that policy would not change any time soon. 


The flood of cheap money has enabled a record number of stock issues, 
corporate buyouts, and mergers, giving Goldman Sachs, JP Morgan, and other 
investment banks record earnings from fees collected by managing the deals 
(see related story). 


As Powell testified, the Fed released its Beige Book, formally called the 
Summary of Commentary on Current Economic Conditions, an 
eight-times-a-year collection of anecdotes and comments from business 
executives about economic conditions. 


Some who were surveyed “felt that pricing pressures were transitory,” the report 
said, while “the majority expected further increases in input costs and selling 
prices in the coming months.” 


Some analysts fear that if the Fed fails to tighten policy gradually beginning 
soon, inflation might keep surging, which could force the Fed to slam on the 
monetary brakes harder and more suddenly in the future, crashing financial 
markets, The Wall Street Journal said. 


TRENDPOST: Despite Powell’s hollow call for “faith” in the Fed’s judgment, 
day-to-day volatility in equity markets shows that investors already are poised to 
jump off the central bank’s gravy train when the Fed raises rates or curtails its 
bond-buying spree. 


In a separate story this week, we report that Blackrock, the world’s largest asset 
manager, is raising pay 8 percent for 95 percent of its employees. When 
companies begin to raise wages during an inflationary time, that risks setting off 
an inflationary spiral, in which costs rise, so employers pay more, but they have 
to charge more to cover the higher pay for employees, so they raise prices, 
hiking costs for their customers. 
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However, as we forecast, while inflation is not transitory, should a wild card event 
such as a 1929 style stock market crash hit overvalued equities, core inflation will 
decline. And as to whether or not the Federal Reserve will raise interest rates as 
inflation rises, we suggest you read Gregory Mannarino’s article, “Expect 
Inflation to Rise Rapidly, Along with A New Feudal System.” 


TREND FORECAST: Inflation registered 5.4 percent in June, upping the 
pressure on the central bank to raise rates. We maintain our forecast that the Fed 
will raise rates before 2023, with a growing likelihood that the first hikes will 
come this year. 


INFLATION RATE: ‘TOP CONCERN’ FOR US CONSUMERS 


= A survey released on Friday showed that 
U.S. consumers have new fears about 
BILL a . 
inflation, which could hamper some hopes 
of a swift recovery, a report said. 


The Financial Times, citing the University of 

Michigan’s consumer sentiment index, 
reported that some customers are facing “sticker shock” when trying to buy 
everyday items like chicken and produce. The report said prices hit a 13-year 
high after jumping 5.4 percent in June. 


Jay Powell, the Federal Reserve chair, assured Congress last week that there 
would be a response if inflation surges. He said he is aware of the concern and 


“it is really going through the economy and through every business.” 


The FT reported that consumer sentiment dropped about 5 percent to 80.8 from 
the previous month. 


“Rather than job creation, halting and reversing an accelerating inflation rate has 
now become a top concern,” Richard Curtin, the chief economist of the 
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University of Michigan’s survey, said. He said that the jump in prices has put 
added strain on middle-income families. 


The paper said retail sales rose by 0.6 percent in June, but there have been 
fluctuations in consumer spending. There is concern among economists that 
inflation could have “masked” lower actual sales activity. 


TREND FORECAST: The reality of inflation, despite what the central bank is 
selling, will force the Feds to raise interest rates... which we believe The Street 
already knows and expects. Thus, prepare for the 2021 Bear Market, coming 
soon to a country near you! 


Last year, the Trends Journal was among the first publications to forecast that 
equities and economies would come tumbling down when inflation moved 
sharply higher. 


INVESTMENT BANKING FEES BOOST REVENUE AT BIG BANKS 


Goldman Sachs, JP Morgan Chase, and 
Morgan Stanley reported strong 
second-quarter results as increased 
revenue from investment banking fees 
offset weaker collections from trading. 


Goldman Sachs’ revenues rose 16 percent 
in this year’s second quarter to $15.4 billion, compared to a year earlier, the 
bank reported on 13 July. 


The bank made 20 percent more money than analysts had expected; the median 
estimate had been $12.4 billion. 


Trading revenue was down 32 percent year on year to $4.9 billion. 
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Trading activity brought banks windfalls of commissions and fees in 2020 as 
investors scrambled to exit markets, reallocate their assets, and jump from one 
investment or market to another as the COVID economy churned. 


However, this year markets calmed as the vaccination campaign progressed 
and the economy showed steady, if bumpy, signs of recovery. 


While trading revenue was down, revenue from asset management soared 144 
percent to $5.1 billion, year over year, nearly doubling the $2.8 billion analysts 
had forecast. 


The division includes Goldman’s private equity arm, which posted record gains 
in the quarter, the bank said. 


Fees from investment banking services, including managing mergers and 
acquisitions, reached $3.6 billion, a 36-percent jump from the same quarter last 
year and the second-highest on record, beaten only by the fees raked in during 
this year’s first three months, according to the Financial Times. 


Wealth management services brought Goldman $1.7 billion, a 28-percent boost, 
which observers had predicted. 


Earnings per share rose to $15.02, up $.53 from the second quarter of 2020, 
when Goldman sequestered $1.59 billion to protect against possible loan losses. 


JPMorgan’s profit more than doubled, year over year, to $11.95 billion on $30.48 
billion in revenue, which slipped 8 percent due to lessened trading activity and 
slimmer loan margins. 


The bank profited from the quarter’s $1.42-trillion global market in mergers and 
acquisitions, an area of activity that remains stronger than usual, according to 
data firm Dealogic, and from which JPMorgan collected a record $3.57 billion in 
fees, the bank said, a 25-percent gain year on year. (See “M&A Deals Top $500 
Billion in 2021’s First Half,” Trends Journal, 13 July 2021.) 
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Goldman Sachs and JPMorgan hold the first and second spots, respectively, as 
the busiest advisors in global M&As; Goldman ranks first in underwriting equity 
deals, while JPMorgan leads in managing debt deals, Dealogic reported. 


Both banks found it necessary to raise pay to attract and hold talent. 


“We’re going to do competitive comp no matter what it takes,” JPMorgan CEO 
James Dimon said in comments quoted by the FT. 


At Morgan Stanley, gains in fees for arranging mergers and buyouts more than 
overcame weaker trading revenue. 


Fees totaled $2.4 billion, up 15.8 percent compared to 2020’s second quarter 
and well above analysts’ forecast of $2 billion. 


The bank’s wealth management division reported making 35 percent more loans 
to rich clients than a year before, reaching $114.7 billion from last year’s $85.2 
billion. 


The division’s net revenue leaped from $4.7 billion in 2020’s second quarter to 
$6.1 billion this year. 


Morgan Stanley’s overall revenue for the quarter was $14.8 billion, ahead of last 
year’s quarter by 8 percent and above analysts’ expected $14 billion. 


TRENDPOST: As we note in stories like this each week, the COVID War and its 
aftermath have created unprecedented opportunities for Bigs to fatten 
themselves even more. They’re expanding their economic and political clout and 
worsening, even if indirectly, the separation of our economy and society into 
Bigs who keep taking more, while the plantation workers of Slavelandia, i.e., the 
general public, are left with less and less. 
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RESTAURANTS, FOOD PROCESSORS RAISE PRICES TO MEET COSTS 


Chipotle Mexican Grill, Denny’s, and Shake 
Shack are among the restaurants raising 
menu prices; Domino’s Pizza and Darden 
Restaurants, which owns nine chains 
including Olive Garden and Longhorn 
Steakhouse, have shrunk the size of their 
discounts. 


Burger King will offer consumers 3 percent less in discounts this year, the 
company has said. 


Restaurant prices swelled 4.2 percent in June from a year earlier, the U.S. labor 
department reported. 


General Mills is continuing to promote its grocery products, but offering smaller 
discounts; Danone SA is still discounting, but from its more profitable, 
higher-margin products. Other food processors are cutting back on store 
displays to save money. 


The costs of labor, transport, processing and packaging, and food itself all are 
riding the wave of inflation engulfing the world’s economy, leaving companies 
with no choice, Jeff Harmening, General Mills CEO, told The Wall Street Journal. 


“No one wants to increase prices, but we’ve had to and consumers understand,” 
he said. 


Consumers put money into savings accounts at record rates last year and the 
jobs market has revived, he noted, leaving consumers with money to cover 


higher prices. 


Snack giant Mondelez International, which owns 38 brands including Ritz 
crackers and Toblerone, has dropped 25 percent of its snacks’ flavors and sizes. 
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Its Oreo brand now offers a two-cookie snack pack that costs a consumer less 
than the usual family package but has a higher profit margin for the company. 


Supermarkets are unlikely to suffer from higher prices and fewer choices, 
according to Kroger CEO Rodney McMullen. 


“We would expect to pass those cost increases to consumers,” he said to the 
WSJ. 


If shoppers are unable to find or afford their usual choices, their alternative is 
cheaper house-brand substitutes, he said. 


Some food makers have fallen back to the “shrinkflation” strategy, the WSJ 
noted, citing Tillamook, an Oregon creamery that reduced its ice cream 
containers from 56 ounces to 48 while keeping the price unchanged. (See “Food 
Companies Raise Retail Prices,” Trends Journal, 15 June 2021.) 


Some restaurants are reducing portions rather than raising prices, a strategy 
consumers have shown a willingness to stomach, Hudson Riehle, a research 
executive with the National Restaurant Association, commented to the WSJ. 


Instead of shrinking portions, some eateries have reduced the number of items 
on the menu, cutting costs and helping kitchens run more efficiently. 


Menus in sit-down restaurants showed an average of 20 percent fewer items in 
this year’s first quarter than last, the WSJ noted. 


TREND FORECAST: The casual comment that “consumers can handle higher 
prices” ignores the fact that millions of people are still jobless, behind on their 
rent, and face a hand-to-mouth future. 


The longer inflation keeps pushing upward —5.4 percent in June, the more 
pressure on the U.S. Federal Reserve to raise interest rates. And as we forecast, 
the higher interest rates rise and faster and deeper the equity and housing 
markets will decline. 
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As we have noted before (“Food Companies Raise Retail Prices,” Trends 
Journal, 15 June 2021 and elsewhere), food inflation is hardest in developing 
nations, where food and fuel claim larger shares of people’s income than in the 
West. Thus, with these nations already deep in economic peril, the higher prices 
rise, the deeper the economies sink, the heavier the debt burdens grow... street 
protests against lack of basic living standards, government corruption, crime and 
violence will rapidly escalate. 


COST OF CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS SOARS 26 PERCENT 


The cost of materials a contractor needs to 
put up a building zoomed 26.3 percent 


: aS from June 2020 through June 2021, the 


sas Associated General Contractors of America 
(AGCA) reported. 


Lumber prices have doubled over the 


period, but eased slightly since. (Gee “Lumber Prices Add $36,000 to Cost of 
New Home,” Trends Journal, 4 May 2021). 


The cost of steel products gained 87.5 percent, copper and brass items 61.5 
percent, aluminum items 33.2 percent, and plastic products 21.8 percent. 


Increases were less for wallboard, asphalt roofing material, and insulation, which 
climbed 18 percent, 12.1 percent, and 10.1 percent, respectively. 


The cost trucking those materials to a job site went up 15.4 percent over the 
12-month span, the AGCA noted. 


“Rising materials prices are making it difficult for many construction firms to 
benefit from the re-opening of the economy, undermining the sector’s ability to 
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add new, high-paying jobs,” the AGCA said in a 14 July statement announcing 
the cost increases. 


TREND FORECAST: There are numerous sides to the rise in commodity prices 
and how far they will move up and how low can they go. While we maintain our 
forecast for rising inflation, again, as evidenced with yesterday’s commodity 
selloff when equities sharply fell... when the equity and housing markets crash so 
too will inflation dramatically decline. 


And for an overall view of inflation’s future, please read Gregory Mannarino’s 
article, “Expect Inflation to Rise Rapidly, Along with A New Feudal System.” 


RESTAURANTS, RETAILERS SPROUTING AGAIN IN MANHATTAN 


: "i e wa je 
oF, \ > Cee During 2021’s second quarter, restaurant 

k $ chains signed 23 new leases in Manhattan, 
wœ œ taking 83,333 square feet of space, much of 

S99) which already included a kitchen area and 
equipment abandoned when eateries shut 
during last year’s crisis, the Washington 

Post reported. 


In the same period, clothing retailers inked 10 leases covering 49,236 square 
feet; health care businesses and jewelers signed two new leases each. 


Even with those new deals, the number of available street-level storefronts on 
the island grew from 275 to 290 during 2021’s second three-month span, 
according to real estate services firm CBRE, a record for open spots. 


Asking rents for the quarter averaged $615 per square foot, down 10.7 percent 
from a year before, the 15" consecutive quarter in which rents slumped, CBRE 
said, reaching their lowest levels in almost ten years. (See “Rock-Bottom Rents 
May Revive NYC Business Economy,” Trends Journal, 30 March 2021.) 
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In the trendy Soho area, rents plunged 22.9 percent to $487 a foot over the past 
12 months, the steepest slide among Manhattan’s 16 districts. Rents in Times 
Square, devastated by a year without tourists, sank 22.5 percent to $1,277 per 
square foot, a depth not seen since 2001, according to CBRE. 


In the commuter district around Grand Central Station, rates fell 10.4 percent to 
$675. 


To lure tenants, landlords are offering enticements including rent-free months 
added to leases, improvement allowances, and setting rents as a percentage of 
sales. 


“Manhattan is comprised of three things: the people who live here, tourists, and 
the office population coming in from the suburbs,” Jason Pruger, a managing 
director at real estate firm Newmark, said to CNBC. 


“In order for Manhattan to be Manhattan, all three have to click,” he said. 


TREND FORECAST: Pruger’s first two elements might fall into place, but the 
third —the return of more than a million commuters every day—will not. Working 
from home is the new normal. 


As we have reported, JPMorgan Chase and other Manhattan corporations have 
ordered workers back downtown starting this fall. However, even if COVID’s 
Delta variant fails to shut offices again, not enough workers will return to central 
headquarters to revive New York’s commuter economy. 


As we have predicted (“Remote Work = Commercial Bust,” Trends Journal, 2 
June 2020), workers will stay home and downtown stores and restaurants will 
lose their traditional customer base. 


At the same time, owners of commercial real estate will face a reckoning as they 
slash rents to lure a shrinking base of tenants, forcing them to demand property 
tax concessions from cities that will struggle even more to maintain police, fire, 
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and public works infrastructures (“Office Workers’ Slow Return Endangers 
Landlords, City Finances,” Trends Journal, 9 March 2021). 


INTEL MAY BUY RIVAL CHIP MAKER GLOBALFOUNDRIES 


055 -- 
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In an attempt to capitalize on the worldwide 
shortage of computer chips, Intel is mulling 
the purchase of competitor 
GlobalFoundries, a deal that would rank as 
Intel’s biggest buy yet and value 
GlobalFoundries at as much as $30 billion. 


GlobalFoundries is based in the U.S. but owned by the government of Abu 
Dhabi. 


Intel, with a market value of about $225 billion, has pledged to invest at least 
$20 billion this year to expand chip-making capacities. It is not clear if Intel 
would view the purchase as “expanding” that capacity. 


Chip makers are not only racing to make up for a global shortage of their 
product, but also seeking to grow in order to hold market share in a world where 
more and more devices need more and more chips. 


Intel paid $15.4 billion in 2015 to absorb rival Altera Corp. in 2014. Intel then 
paid $14 billion for Mobileye in 2017. 


TREND FORECAST: In 2020, Analog Devices put up $20 Billion to buy Maxim 
Integrated Products; Nvidia bought Arm Holdings for more than $40 billion. (See 


“Competitors Mull Purchase of Chip-Maker Kioxia,” Trends Journal, 13 April 
2021.) 
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The nature of the chip-making business demands not only technical expertise 
but also elaborate manufacturing plants, making it hard for smaller firms to 
compete. 


Chip companies will continue to buy upstarts and vulnerable rivals until the world 
will depend on a handful of companies for the brainpower that runs our devices, 
our economy, and, increasingly, our lives. 


PEPSICO RAISES 2021 EARNINGS FORECAST AMID RISING SALES 


Pepsico slurped up 21 percent more in 
beverage sales during this year’s second 
quarter than a year earlier, when the 
COVID War shut down bars, restaurants, 
\" and public gatherings. 

u| 

Consumers used some of those extra 

drinks to wash down 6 percent more Frito Lay chips and other snacks than in 
the second quarter of 2020. 


Quarterly sales fell 14 percent at the company’s Quaker division, known for its 
oatmeal; as the virus retreated and more people returned to work, with fewer 
breakfasting at home this year. 


However, Quaker’s revenue for the quarter was 9 percent greater than in the 
second quarter of 2019. 


With working from home as a new normal for millions of office workers, sales of 


oatmeal, pancake mix, and other breakfast items are likely to remain healthy, 
Pepsico predicted. 
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The company’s net revenue in the second quarter was 20.5 percent greater than 
the same period last year, reaching $19.2 billion and beating analysts’ forecast 
of $17.9 billion. 


Because sales grew faster in that period than Pepsico expected, it has raised its 
2021 earnings forecast from the high single digits to 11 percent. 


TREND FORECAST: We note this article to again illustrate the junk food/junk 
drink direction the general public keeps heading towards. 


As we have detailed in numerous Trends Journals, the statistics prove that it’s 
media hype that the general society has taken measures to improve their health. 
In fact, general health is declining. 


Indeed, again, as we have been writing since the COVID War was launched a 
year and a half ago, the largest percentage of COVID victims are those suffering 
from obesity, Type 2 diabetes and respiratory ailments... which are greatly 
induced by gobbling up junk food and guzzling down junk drinks. 


Yet, getting healthy and staying healthy to fight the virus is banned from the 
mainstream media, who, as they do with Big Pharma... the media gets a massive 
proportion of advertising revenue from the junk food/junk drink dealers. 


Thus, across the globe, more people’s health will decline as they eat and drink 
what is being sold to them through advertisements. 


On an up note, there will also be increasing OnTrendpreneur® opportunities for 


whole health healing practitioners and “clean food” providers to service a sizable 
health conscious minority who will be engaged in a New Age 2.0 movement. 
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TRENDS ON THE GLOBAL 
ECONOMIC FRONT 


6° 
ETTA 


INFLATION PRESSURES RISING 


U.S. inflation sped up to 5.4 percent in June and reached 2.5 percent in the U.K, 
a pace not seen three in three years, the Financial Times reported, causing a 
growing number of economists to fear a return to 1970s-style runaway inflation. 


Inflation in Britain has mirrored that in the U.S. but with a few months’ delay. 
However, “the gap between the two will shrink as inflation in the U.K. climbs to 
about 4 percent by the end of the year,” chief U.K economist Paul Dales at 
Capital Economics told the FT. 

Inflation in the Eurozone was only 1.9 percent in June, but that is likely due to 


the region’s relatively slower pace of vaccinations and economic revival, the FT 
said. 
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For example, inflation in Germany is likely to reach 4 percent later this year, 
according to the country’s central bank, the fastest clip in more than ten years. 


TREND FORECAST: As we have noted, while inflation is spiking, real wages are 
falling. For example, with the consumer price index increasing 5.4 percent from a 
year earlier in the United States, real average hourly earnings fell 0.5% for the 
month of June despite 0.3 percent increase in average hourly earnings. Thus, 
inflation will spike much higher when demand for higher wages increase. 


And while retail sales are rising, it is more about increases in prices than 
consumers buying more products. 


However, the Bank of England, the European Central Bank, Germany’s 
Bundesbank, and the U.S. Federal Reserve all continue to insist that current high 
rates of inflation are transitory and do not yet require higher interest rates, 
although all have said they will tighten rates if further data shows the need. 


Also, the sentiment on The Street is that the danger of a long term inflation spiral 
remains low. 


There are too many wild cards to make a long term call at this time. Indeed, 
when the markets crash, so too will many prices. However, to re-inflate failing 
economies, central banks and governments will re-flood the markets with cheap 
money, which will in turn lower the value of their currencies. And the lower the 
value of the currency, the more it costs to buy products... thus higher inflation. 


For Gregory Mannarino’s inflation assessment, read “Expect Inflation to Rise 
Rapidly, Along with A New Feudal System.” 
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INVESTORS GLUM ON GLOBAL GROWTH BUT BRIGHT ON EUROPE 


A majority of fund managers say the world 
economy’s post-crisis growth has already 
peaked, even though fears of a resurgent 
COVID virus only rank fifth on their list of 
worries, according to Bank of America’s 
July survey of 239 investors collectively 
handling $742 billion of clients’ money. 


The major concerns are inflation and the risk of turmoil or a crash in financial 
markets as central banks begin to raise interest rates or pare back bond-buying. 


Those fears are followed by jitters regarding the possibility of bubbles in housing 
or other markets and economic sluggishness in China. 


The share of respondents who think the economy will continue to grow was 91 
percent in March but only 47 percent this month, the bank reported, the darkest 
view since last November’s election sparked new optimism. 


However, “Europe continues to be the most favored region by global investors,” 
the Financial Times noted, with fund managers located there “meaningfully more 
positive on the European than the global outlook,” the bank’s survey found. 


In the bank’s survey, 70 percent of those who responded still think high inflation 
will be temporary. 


The same proportion expect that, later this summer, the U.S. Federal Reserve 
will begin to signal a reduction in market subsidies. The Fed will raise interest 
rates first in January 2023, the group believes. 


“The economic story of the first half of 2021 has been one of restoration and 
rising confidence helping boost bond yields and equity prices,” strategist Joseph 


Little at HSBC Asset Management told the FT. 
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“As the recovery moves from recovery into expansion, investors need to prepare 
for the coming cyclical transition, a lower phase of investment returns, and a 
policy regime shift,” he cautioned. 


TREND FORECAST: To illustrate the inflation uncertainty, fund managers are 
still allocating assets to take advantage of “reflation trades,” putting money into 
assets that will rise in value as inflation rises and financial markets grow. 


And as for Europe’s economy growing strong? These expectations predated 
France’s latest vaccine mandates, numerous countries putting restrictions on 
tourists and other nations which the Eurozone does business with across the 
globe re-locking down. 


Thus, with the COVID War 2.0 heating up, we forecast global economies will 
slow down... especially in nations that enter the winter seasons and the hype of 
deadly COVID variants are injected into the socioeconomic systems by 
politicians and bureaucrats. 


TIN PRICES SET NEW RECORD 


~~ 


The price of tin closed above $34,000 a 
ton last week, surpassing the old record 
price of $33,600 set in 2011 as recovery 
from the Great Recession was under way. 


Tin is a basic industrial metal used to make 
magnets, car parts, and electronics, 
among other things. It coats steel cans to retard corrosion and is an ingredient in 
pewter and bronze. 
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Traders bid up prices out of fear that supplies will become even tighter as the 
Delta virus variant sweeps through key mining and processing regions, 
especially in Asia, the Financial Times reported. 


Tin’s price has shot up 133 percent since March 2020 as people bought laptops, 
tablets, and other devices enabling them to work or school at home, according 
to the FT. 


“Demand has continued to climb, while freight disruptions and output issues 
have restricted supply,” John Meyer at advisory firm SP Angel, said to the FT. 


In particular, tin’s price rise is “driven by shipping logistical issues and supply 
pressures from Myanmar,” trader Alistair Munro at Marex said in an FT interview. 


The south Asian country is a key supplier of tin. 


TRENDPOST: Political unrest and a new COVID epidemic there has curtailed 
mining activity (see “Myanmar Protesters Hit Where It Hurts,” Trends Journal, 23 
March, 2021), while heat waves in the Chinese tin-processing center of Yunnan 
have led utility companies to conserve electricity, shutting off many industrial 
users. 


A drought earlier this year in southwest China, near Myanmar, cut hydroelectric 
supplies, idling some smelters for as long as three weeks and delaying 
processing of as much as 20,000 tons of tin ore, the International Tin Association 
reported. 


CHINA’S SECOND-QUARTER GROWTH ACCELERATES 
pr 


China’s economy grew 12.7 percent during the 
i first half of this year, including a 7.9-percent 
T spurt during the second quarter, the National 
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Bureau of Statistics said, producing value worth 53.2 trillion yuan, or about $8.2 
trillion. 


“The growth shows that China’s economy has walked out of the impact of 
coronavirus and has already returned to pre-COVID levels,” Dong Dengxin, 
director Wuhan University’s Finance and Securities Institute, told the Global 
Times newspaper. 


Investments in fixed assets grew 12.6 percent during the six months; industrial 
output increased 15.9 percent. 


Values of manufactured goods expanded by 22.6 percent; production of 
clean-energy vehicles and industrial robots zoomed 205 percent and 69.8 
percent, respectively. 


Retail sales gained 23 percent in the first half of this year, compared to the same 
period in 2020, with second-quarter growth notching a 4.4-percent increase, up 
just 0.2 percent from the first quarter. 

The economy continues to “recover steadily” but remains “unbalanced,” 
according to Liu Aihua, an NBS executive, referring to manufacturing strength 
that continues to outweigh consumer spending. 


His comments were quoted by the GT. 


Also, COVID’s rampaging Delta variant could prompt more economic shutdowns 
in various parts of the world, curbing Chinese exports, the Financial Times said. 


Third-quarter growth will be “relatively high” but not as fast-paced as the 
second, Xu Xianchun, a former NBS official, commented to the GT. 


In the third quarter, China’s GDP will grow about 3 percent, but for 2021 overall, 
the country’s economy will swell “between 8.5 and 9 percent,” he said. 
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China’s official forecast is for 6 percent growth this year. (We at the Trends 
Research Institute forecast 8 percent.) 


Hints that the recovery might be faltering have prompted speculation that 
China’s government might offer more economic stimulus and other policy 
supports. 


“China has a huge domestic market, with about 400 million [people] in the 
middle-income category, equivalent to the combined populations of the U.S. 
and Japan,” Yao Jingyuan, former NBS chief economist, told the GT. 


“Building on a vigorous consumer market during the first six months [of 2021], it 
is important to release such consumption potential in the second half,” he said. 


However, Beijing has vowed to refrain from “flood-like” stimulus measures as it 
hews to its long-term plan to reduce borrowing throughout the economy after a 
series of bond defaults last year. 


The government’s target of 8-percent growth this year “is in reach,” Chaoping 
Zhu at JP Morgan Asset Management said to The Wall Street Journal. 


“However, long-term credit growth has remained weak as the government 
deploys policies to control leverage,” he added, a strategy that could hobble 
long-term future expansion. 


FOREIGN INVESTMENTS IN CHINA TOP $800 BILLION 


Foreign investors grew their stakes in China by 
more than 40 percent over the past 12 months, 
a record rate of growth, and now hold more 
than $800 billion in Chinese assets, the 
Financial Times reported. 


Investors have snatched up $35.3 billion in Chinese equities this year as of 15 
July, a 49-percent jump from a year earlier, according to Bloomberg data the FT 
analyzed. 


Out-of-country buyers also have purchased $75 billion in Chinese treasury 
securities so far this year, a 50-percent surge year on year, the data showed. 


The gains in both markets are records for any previous six-month period, the FT 
said. 


The in-flood of foreign capital resulted from China’s rapid response to the COVID 
virus and subsequent role as “manufacturer to the world” during the global 


shutdown. (See “China Becomes Top Destination for Foreign Investment,” 
Trends Journal, 26 January 2021.) 


Money also has poured in as the world’s financial markets have begun to list 
assets designated in renminbi, China’s currency. 


In March, when Britain’s FTSE Russell announced it would include 
renminbi-denominated assets, Nomura bank predicted the move would channel 
at least another $130 billion more into Chinese assets. 


“From an asset management point of view, you cannot avoid looking at the 
Chinese market,” trader Andy Maynard at the China Renaissance investment 
bank said to The Wall Street Journal. 


TREND FORECAST: China’s growth slowed in both May and June (see our 
coverage in “China’s Growth Slows in May,” 22 June 2021, and “China’s 
Manufacturing Economy Slows in June,” 13 July 2021). Still, foreign capital still 
sees China as its top destination. 


China seeks to dominate the world but, unlike the U.S., it knows that conquest 


waged through economic means is not only less costly than military 
confrontations but also harder for foes to defend against. 
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Although its path will be bumpy at times, China will emerge as the world’s 
leading economy, deploying all the political and military power that will be 
attached to that leadership. 
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EXPECT INFLATION TO RISE RAPIDLY, ALONG WITH A NEW FEUDAL 
SYSTEM 


By TradersChoice.net 


For YEARS | have outlined for people who follow my work that an inflation 
tsunami was approaching, and there was no way to stop it. Well, this event has 
certainly begun despite what the mainstream media propaganda machine may 
be reporting. 


Moreover, rising inflation is about to get much worse. 


To comprehend the existing historic rise in inflation, which is currently surging at 
its fastest pace EVER, and a U.S. Dollar whose purchasing power has now 
dropped to a 39-year low, you only need to understand one basic concept— we 
are at a moment in time where the many trillions of dollars which have been 
magically created out of thin air by the Federal Reserve, are just beginning to 
chase the existing amount of goods. 
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Additionally, this is happening at a time when the money velocity, or the rate at 
which cash is moving through the economy, is at a historic low. 


Several months ago, | advised those who follow my work to watch for two things 
to occur. 


Number one. The mainstream media would point to the surging cost of energy 
as the source of rising inflation. 


Number two. The mainstream media would also point to supply chain 
disruptions and therefore blame shortages for inflation—now both are currently 
being used as scapegoats for surging inflation. 


Despite all the talk about a “booming economy,” factory activity here in the USA 
is cratering along with our trade deficit hyper-ballooning. Debts and deficits 
continue to surge—the current US budget deficit just spiked to its second 
highest level in history. 


Meanwhile, the Federal Reserve, who is the root-cause of the surging inflation, 
continues to issue debt through one door and then buy debt through another 
door. This “revolving door” debt creation mechanism by the Fed IS THE 
SOURCE of surging inflation! 


Additionally, the Federal Reserve has no intention of stopping this revolving door 
mechanism—essentially an inflation-creation machine. The Federal Reserve 
along with many central banks around the world are deliberately inflating, just as 
| have said they would from years ago—the current balance sheet of the Federal 
Reserve sits at $8.2 trillion and is going much higher. 


What most people do not understand is that every single unit of debt a central 
bank is allowed to issue makes them exponentially stronger, and central banks 
around the world are deeply involved in a global takeover of the entire 
system — including governments. 
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Last week the Bank of International Settlements, which is the central bank of 
central banks, said specifically that they are in the process of attaining 
“ABSOLUTE CONTROL’ of the world financial system, which means they will 
control the world. 


The power of any central bank resides in its ability to issue ever increasing 
amounts of debt. Understanding this mechanism should make it easy for you to 
understand why we are seeing inflation rise so quickly. 

The Federal Reserve Chairman, J. Powell said last week that he is not 
concerned about the rising cost of living because it is “not widespread,” in other 
words, inflation is contained. 


Inflation IS NOT contained, nor is it transitory or temporary, inflation is being 
driven higher BY DESIGN and a new Feudal System is upon us. 
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TRENDS IN SURVIVALISM 


me ye 


HOW MUCH PRACTICE AND TRAINING WILL YOU NEED? 


by Bradley J. Steiner, American Combato 


Whether discussing the matter of being able to handle an adversary in unarmed 
or armed close combat, the honest and real world answer to the question of 
how much training and practice you will require is: “It’s impossible to tell.” 


Impossible? Yes. And anyone who presumes to tell you with the smug 
assurance of an “authority” who can determine such things because of his level 
of knowledge and expertise is full of sh-t. 


The fact is that every individual combat encounter is uniquely different. 
There have been instances where well-qualified black belt experts have been 
overcome by violent assailants, and there have been cases where untrained 


individuals who were angry and lucky were able to completely overwhelm and 
defeat dangerous, experienced attackers. 
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This is not to say that training is not significant. It certainly is! And on balance 
the person who has spent some months working on quality skills of close 
combat, and who has acquired the proper mindset, stands an infinitely greater 
likelihood of being able to dispatch his opponent in battle than, say, an 
untrained person. 


Our point is simply that real combat is so chaotic as well as varied and 
dangerous that it is a serious mistake to set down “final statements” about who 
can and will be able to do what against whom, ahead of time. The odds are with 
the properly trained individual... but odds have been known to be beaten. 


Some very misleading—even absurd—pontifications have been made by people 
who, in the field of unarmed and/or armed self-defense and close combat, have 
been regarded (erroneously) as experts. These individuals may have been very 
knowledgeable about other matters pertaining, for example, to survival and 
personal security, but when they speak on the subject of individual combat, their 
presentations are sometimes way off. 


We recall an otherwise excellent book on self-defense which we read years ago 
by author Matt Braun. A former Army Ranger, he made some really excellent 
good sense in his advice and instruction on unarmed and armed self-defense. 
However, he also said something to the effect that someone who was an expert 
(i.e. black belt) in karate could walk about as safely as if he had a loaded gun on 
his hip. 


No. Sorry. To be a legitimately skilled black belt and in your prime, certainly 
shifts the odds of you being able to handle an attack by one or even two 
dangerous street felons in your favor most of the time. But—and we say this as 
an experienced black belt—if we had a choice in any dangerous emergency, 
we'd take a .45 automatic or a .357 revolver before we’d use unarmed action. 


We certainly rate unarmed close combat as a must-have skill for self-defense... 
but equating hand and foot blows with the deadly impact of 230 grain full metal 


jacketed slugs is, we respectfully suggest, a mistake. 
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Also, remember that unarmed skills and personal formidability remain, but 
inevitably diminish, with the passing decades. The firearm delivers its same 
degree of impact and damage whether fired by a perfect physical specimen in 
his 20’s, or by an 80-year-old grandmother! 


Realistically a person can easily cover more than he will ever likely need in order 
to defend himself with unarmed combat within about 30 hours of 
professionally-rendered training. However, he will need many, many more hours 
of practicing that which he was taught before he will be reliably capable of 
employing it effectively against determined opponents. Four to six months of 
intensive practice and drills in what he has learned will do it, and if the 
techniques are quality techniques, and not the flash and sizzle of acrobatic 
bullshit and complicated fine motor moves that look good but aren’t worth a 
damn in real combat, the individual will have what unarmed combat can give 
him. 


What about weapons? These always change the picture, and it is ridiculous to 
suppose otherwise. 


The knife is a weapon that depends much more on the attitude of the knife user 
than upon technical skill. It takes at most about two to three hours of instruction 
to teach a man how to use a knife with great effect in close combat... and 
another six to ten hours will be needed in which serious, hard practice of that 
which has been taught will be necessary, and neither the instruction nor the 
practice of that which has been taught will be of any use if the individual lacks 
the stomach to get close with another human being and stab and slash him to 
death, while indifferently getting that person’s blood and sometimes pieces of 
his flesh on oneself. 


In fact, persons who are lethally injured by blade or bullet may vomit, urinate 
and/or defecate. If by blade, then receiving the enemy’s involuntary excretions 
upon oneself is part of the action. It’s not what you get in the dojo with rubber 
weapons and cooperative training partners. 
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We love the stick as a self-defense weapon, and we have elaborated upon the 
many reasons why elsewhere. But here is a weapon, although lacking in the 
psychological capacity to cause fear in the heart of the opponent (as a knife 
certainly does, and a gun usually does) nevertheless provides a versatile, simple, 
formidable weapon that is right there in your hand when you need it. 


Speaking of the walking stick, which is what we recommend, it does take more 
time and effort to learn practical stick combat than knife work... but it doesn’t 
take long, per se. Ten hours of training will equip the average man with all that 
he needs to be a deadly stick wielder. Another ten to fifteen hours of hard 
practice will make him a practical expert with the skills that he is taught. And no 
one we have ever met who wants to master self-defense has ever had any 
mental qualms about smashing and bashing and jabbing an attacker with a 
stick! 


The handgun is the ultimate personal weapon of self-defense. (Yes, we agree: 
the shotgun surpasses it, when available, for home defense. But a handgun—a 
sidearm—can be right there on your belt 24/7 and that gives it an edge over the 
shotgun for practical use.) 


Talk about ridiculous advice about proficiency in combat shooting, get the 
following by the late Mel Tappan, an otherwise very knowledgeable authority on 
survival: “You will have to expend several thousand rounds in practice before 
you can realistically expect to defend your life with any handgun, particularly if 
your attackers are likely to be determined, well-armed and multiple.” (Quoted 
from Tappan On Survival—for the most part an otherwise very excellent book on 
survival.) 


That statement is actually funny. 
Now here’s the truth—and we got the truth many years ago directly from Col. 
Rex Applegate who, during WWII, was personally responsible for training more 


than 10,000 men in combat shooting. He had acquired his training from William 
Fairbairn and Eric Sykes, who had trained thousands of men themselves in real 
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world combat use of the handgun: You can learn how to shoot a handgun at 
close quarters for personal defense within two to three hours. 


The method—point shooting—is readily retainable, and although you would be 
well-advised to do some practice firing at a range on a regular basis (or dry fire 
drill, if you cannot get to a range) two or three hours is really enough to train the 
average man in combat handgun shooting at close quarters. We make this 
statement remembering what Col. Applegate told us regarding how much actual 
live firing was necessary to train men in this method during WWII. He said that 
rarely was more than an expenditure of 28 live rounds(!) needed before the 
person who was being trained could handle his weapon for real. Quite a 
difference when juxtaposed by the “several thousand rounds” that the good Mr. 
Tappan suggested, eh? 


Now of course we understand that the more training and practice —with or 
without weapons—the better. However, we hope that we have made it clear that 
practical ability does not demand that you become a black belt or any kind of 
“champion” shooter or “grand master” with a knife or stick. 


Doing that is for those who enjoy the training and for whom the subject is a very 
serious, lifetime interest. The idea that many years of training is needed is true of 
formal, classical martial arts. And, if you wish to become a master of “knife 
work”, stick fighting, and the use of the handgun in combat, be prepared to 
invest many months in regular, disciplined, arduous training sessions after you 
learn the mechanics of what you need to employ. 


But if self-defense — plain and simple, of a kind and to a degree that gives you 
what one of our teachers, Charles Nelson, called a “fighting chance” in any 
emergency, then realize that you can do it in a matter of months, not years. The 
important thing is to obtain quality instruction from a professional, reliable, 
authentic source, and to be certain that your training includes very heavy and 
consistent doses of mental conditioning and tactical orientation in real world 
combat. 
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In Memoriam: 

It is with deep sadness that we announce the passing of our beloved friend, 
Bradley J. Steiner. May his soul rest in peace. 

In his legacy, we are fighting the “Brad Steiner fight” — the good fight. The fight 
for each person to be the person they want to be and to protect themselves 
when their lives are being viciously threatened by enemies of Freedom, Peace, 
and Justice. 
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TRENDS IN TECHNOCRACY 


By Joe Doran 

GAINING FREEDOM FROM THE TECHNOCRACY 

Everyone talks about the Technocracy, but no one does anything about it. 
That paraphrase of a memorable old quote about the weather may not be 
completely true. But there’s no doubt that most people opposed to the deeply 
elitist technocratic agenda can be doing more in their everyday choices to cut 
off its life blood. 

That life blood is participation, and money. 

Rejecting technocracy doesn’t have to mean rejecting technology. But it does 


mean trying to support projects, people and vendors that respect human dignity 
and liberty. 
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With that in mind, what follows is a brief “Top Ten” review of some projects, 
technologies and platforms that aren’t controlled by elites. Many of them aren’t 
as slick or versatile as the controlled alternatives. But the only way for an 
alternative ecosystem to have a chance to evolve is to support it. 


Of course, it goes without saying that the Trends Journal and other select 
independent news sites have been at the forefront of fighting for freedom of 
speech, conscience and medical consent that is central to enlarging general 
freedom, peace and justice for all people. No other publication or news outlet in 
the world called out the dangers that would come with an overreaction to the 
COVID virus earlier than Gerald Celente. 


And feel free to suggest other items and projects in the website comment 
section of this article. 


#10 The Health Ranger Store 
Natural health products at healthrangerstore.com are of consistently high 
quality, and the site is well worth supporting, compared to Amazon or other 


choices. 


Mike Adams has managed to build a site that offers a growing selection of 
products that offer true natural health alternatives to big pharma “drug pushers”. 


Honorable Mention: Infowarstore.com 


Infowarstore.com also has excellent water and air filtration products, natural 
supplements and special deals on emergency preparedness foods. 


#9 MyPillow and MyStore 

Yes, the commercials are hokey, but at least they’re understandable. And Mike 
Lindell is one of the few CEOs of an unabashedly made in America, America-first 
company. His support of RightSide Broadcasting has helped keep that network 


afloat, in the face of YouTube crackdowns on its videos. 
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There are lots of products to be found at mypillow.com besides pillows. Lindell 
is also working to attract vendors to a “MyStore” site that he hopes can expand 
offerings and eventually offer more competition to sites like Target and Amazon. 


#8: GAB 


GAB, a social media platform built to resist the ability of companies like Amazon 
and Google to take it down, proved its resilience during the 2020 election. 


Parler, an alternative backed by Dan Bogino and used by General Michael Flynn 
and others, was shut down at a crucial moment in the aftermath of the election, 
as President Trump and others pointed to election irregularities and widespread 
allegations of fraud. Parler relied on Amazon Web services, and those services 
were cut off. 


GAB, on the other hand, remained available. That’s because it was built as a 
fork of open source Mastodon Project decentralized social networking software. 
Utilizing a decentralized peer-to-peer architecture means no one person or 
company can control the network, and it can be implemented on any computer. 


According to the GAB website: 


“At Gab, we believe that the future of online publishing is decentralized 
and open... Originally forked from the Mastodon project, Gab's codebase 
is free and open-source, licensed under the GNU Affero General Public 
License version 3 (AGPL3). 


Andrew Torba, CEO of GAB, has been outspoken about the need for liberty 
minded Americans to create an alternative ecosystem of products and services 
to combat censorship and technocratic control. Some of his views on that 
subject were previously highlighted in the 4 May 2021 Trends Journal article 
“ARE AMERICANS HEADING TOWARD A SILENT SECESSION?”. 
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#7: RUMBLE 


With a Roku app, monetization options and a good interface, more 
freedom-minded content creators are turning to the Rumble video platform as 
an alternative to YouTube. 


Rumble, founded by Chris Pavlovski, the current CEO, has actually been up and 
running since 2013, and has ranked as one of the top 100 fastest growing tech 
companies in the U.S.. 


Undeterred from his problems keeping Parler up and running during the 2020 
election cycle, Dan Bongino has backed Rumble as part of his efforts to break 
the de facto monopoly of big tech on communication. 


Honorable Mention: LIBRY 


The LBRY project (https://lbry.com) has employed bitcoin network inspired 
decentralized blockchain technology to build a video platform network. 
According to its organization website, LBRY aims to provide an alternative to 
censor prone site like YouTube. Users can interact with content and upload their 
own content on the LBRY blockchain by using sites like odysee.com, or 
downloading the LBRY app (macOS, IOS, Windows, Linux and Android). 


LBRY founders have made all project code open source, which not only 
provides transparency, but allows virtually anyone to use the same technology 
to build their own network, if they so desire. According to its website, LBRY 
chose to implement not just a peer-to-peer network, but a blockchain based 
index database that no single entity can control: 


“For the same reasons that nobody can prevent a Bitcoin transaction from 
taking place, nobody can prevent a transaction (like a publication or a tip) 

from appearing on the LBRY blockchain. Other sites exist that share their 

content from a peer-to-peer data network. However, the index of available 
content is still centralized and can be easily censored.” 
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LIBRY uses a blockchain database to store an index of what content is available 
and how to download it, as well as financial transactions (such as tips, and 
purchases of paid content) using the Bitcoin-like currency LBC. When a creator 
publishes something on LBRY, an entry is made on the LBRY blockchain. 


#6: PURISM LIBRE 5 USA Phone 


Purism is intent on building phones and other hardware that pay attention to 
detail when it comes to privacy. 


Their latest Librem 5 phone uses PureOS, a free open source operating system 
not based on Android or iOS. In addition, the company pays close attention to 
where it sources components, and with their Librem 5 USA version, they are 
attempting to source as many of those components as possible in the U.S.. 


ITPro website ranked Librem 5 as their number one choice for a security focused 
phone in a June 2021 roundup. Unfortunately, supply chain problems are 
Currently affecting the availability of the phones. 


Honorable Mention: The Freedom Phone 


The Freedom Phone bills itself as a free speech and privacy first focused 
alternative to Google and Apple ecosystem products. 


It uses its own flavor of open source android OS called FreedomOS (which 
receives regular updates), and sports features like tracking blockers and 
pre-loaded free speech friendly platform apps from Rumble and and Parler. 


It’s not perfect, and not cheap. But as an out of box solution, it may appeal to a 
lot of users who are fed up with Google and Apple censorship. One of the best 
features of the Freedom Phone is its use of an “uncensorable app store”, where 
apps that have been banned on iPhones and Google Play are finding a home. 
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Erik Finman, the 22-year-old entrepreneurial force behind the start-up, has been 
called “The Youngest Bitcoin Millionaire”. 


The young entrepreneur certainly has the financial wherewithal to help the 
Freedom Phone compete with censorship prone alternatives. Finman has said 
he wants to “create a future where free communication is not banned by Big 
Tech.” 


#5: Telegram Messaging App 


With the Biden administration basically announcing they'll leverage taps into 
phone communications to snoop on and alter or add messages to private SMS 
text communications, there’s no better time to switch to a messaging app like 
Telegram. 


Telegram has a host of privacy features built-in, including robust encryption and 
the ability to set messages to erase. There are video chat and other features, 
including Groups, which can contain up to 200 thousand members. 


Telegram has a focus on messaging privacy. How do they specifically achieve 
that? Here are some details, from their privacy policy: 


“3.3.2. Secret Chats: Secret chats use end-to-end encryption. This means 
that all data is encrypted with a key that only you and the recipient know. 
There is no way for us or anybody else without direct access to your 
device to learn what content is being sent in those messages. We do not 
store your secret chats on our servers. We also do not keep any logs for 
messages in secret chats, so after a short period of time we no longer 
know who or when you messaged via secret chats. For the same reasons 
secret chats are not available in the cloud — you can only access those 
messages from the device they were sent to or from. 


“3.3.3. Media in Secret Chats: When you send photos, videos or files via 
secret chats, before being uploaded, each item is encrypted with a 


separate key, not known to the server. This key and the file’s location are 
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then encrypted again, this time with the secret chat’s key — and sent to 
your recipient. They can then download and decipher the file. This means 
that the file is technically on one of Telegram’s servers, but it looks like a 
piece of random indecipherable garbage to everyone except for you and 
the recipient. We don’t know what this random data stands for and we 
have no idea which particular chat it belongs to. We periodically purge this 
random data from our servers to save disk space.” 


#4: GiveSendGo 


Crowdfunding sites like GoFundMe, Kickstarter and Patreon have offered a way 
for people to attract support for projects and causes. But as with most tech 
platforms, political bias of the platforms have resulted in disfavored users and 
Causes being banned and taken down. 


After the January 6 Washington protest, GoFundMe banned Trump rally travel 
fundraisers, citing “Capitol violence”. They also banned fundraising for Kyle 
Rittenhouse, following an incident where he defended himself from several 
attackers during riots in Kenosha Wisconsin. 


Rittenhouse ended up raising money for his legal defense utilizing GiveSendGo. 


A Christian-based site, GiveSendGo has helped with funding projects that 
otherwise would have been censored. According to its founders: 


“We wanted a site [where] crowds of Christians could come together and 
support other Christians in their endeavors. We believe that when we live the life 
God wants us to — we will be living to share the hope we have found.” 


#3: Cornerstone Payments and Pro-Life Bank 


This one is a tie between two important areas that sorely need more censorship 
resilient players. 
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With PayPal and other payment processors growing more brazen in their political 
bias and denial of service to dissident businesses and persons, the existence of 
Cornerstone Payments marks a welcome alternative. 


Brick and mortar businesses and online stores can use Cornerstone for 
processing credit and debit card payments. And they offer special programs like 
the “Processing With A Purpose” program, which guarantees a lower processing 
cost than a business’s current processor (with certain conditions applying). 


According to its website, Cornerstone is one of the nation's leading Christian 
owned and operated independent sales organizations in the merchant 
processing industry. 


Pro-Life Bank is still in its pre-launch phase. It’s being established by Nick 
Vujicic, after he was cut off from services at his bank due to his pro-life activism. 


Known as a motivational speaker who toured the world to talk to millions about 
his Christian beliefs, Vujicic experienced financial de-personing first-hand, after 
speaking out against his bank’s support for pro-abortion groups: 


“| was thrown out of a bank without notice, and it froze my credit cards 
and debit cards. They performed an evaluation of me as a customer and 


they don't want anything to do with me. 


“Most banks contribute philanthropically under social responsibility to give 
to groups that supply [to] the biggest abortion clinics in America.” 


Vujicic, who was already creator, president, and CEO of Ministry of Life Without 
Limbs, decided to head up the formation of a bank that would not ban users for 


their po-life beliefs or activism. 


ProPay earns an honorable mention as a payment processor with a decent 
record of supporting free speech minded interests. 


#2 Unstoppable Domains 
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Taking down users and channels from YouTube and Facebook is one thing. But 
the ability to take down websites by cutting off storage services on Amazon 
AWS, or commandeering a domain, has now become part of the censorship 
reality that dissident publishers and organizations are facing. 


One answer to the problem is Unstoppable Domains. The initiative has created a 
decentralized system of domain naming that allows people to purchase - not 
just rent - a domain that is written to a blockchain and virtually impossible to 
revoke. 


Blockchain domains can be pointed to decentralized storage, allowing websites 
that are difficult indeed to summarily cancel. 


According to Unstoppable Domains, blockchain domains are what’s called 
alternate roots. They are not part of the current DNS system. But several 
browsers including Brave and Opera web browsers offer native support. And 
extensions allow other browsers like Chrome and Firefox to get to blockchain 
domain websites. 


The blockchain domains initiative is very focused on integrating things like 
crypto wallets and payments together with domains, which represents a lot of 
interesting streamlining. One innovation allows the blockchain domain name to 
replace the public address hash for a payment. They currently support over 276 
cryptocurrency addresses to map to a domain name to make payments easier. 


There are limitations of the technology, which is still very new. For example, 
major search engines don’t currently index blockchain domain websites. For 
now, they can be searched for at unstoppabledomains.com, on partner 
applications that integrate an unstoppable domains search bar, or on blockchain 
apps that index blockchain domain websites. 


Honorable Mention: Epik 
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Epik gets an honorable mention as a traditional domain registrar and website 
hosting company that has supported organizations banned by GoDaddy and 
other companies. 


#1: Decentralized Blockchain Technologies 
There’s more than just money at stake with decentralized blockchain technology. 


The ethos of decentralization has always been to create a way of exchanging 
and communicating that can be taken down by attacking any one locus. The 
internet itself was designed as a decentralized protocol, with packets that could 
be rerouted around failure points, and replicated DNS servers, etc. 


Decentralized databases that eschew server-client frameworks and intermediary 
controlling authorities, are the backbone of an exploding number of projects 
creating efficiencies and building resiliency to take downs and censorship. 


Bitcoin was the first serious implementation. And it remains the big fish, with 47 
percent of the entire market cap of decentralized blockchain projects. Many are 
predicting that Bitcoin adoption, especially by developing nations, will ensure 
that it continues to lead. 


Activists on the front lines battling human rights abuses of governments, 
including Alex Gladstein, Chief Strategy Officer at the Human Rights Foundation, 
have argued that “Bitcoin Is The Revolution.” 


For more on that, see our article in the 29 June 2021 Trends Journal titled 
“HUMAN RIGHTS FOUNDATION HEAD SAYS “BITCOIN IS THE REVOLUTION”. 


But for those who believe Bitcoin doesn’t offer enough privacy, or doesn’t have 
demonstrated value, there are plenty of alternatives covering a vast array of use 
cases. DeFi is the obvious area experiencing exponential growth right now, and 
a lot of that is happening on the Ethereum network, thanks to its smart contract 
dapp abilities. 
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Without a doubt, care should be taken in investing in blockchain projects, with a 
view toward the long term potential upside. 


ADOBE PLEDGES TO FIGHT “MISINFO” IN PHOTO METADATA 


While mostly ignored, or not well 
understood by many, digital files often 
include disturbingly detailed “metadata” 
about the file creators. 


Personal information can include names, 
dates, locations, devices used and much more. 


Adobe, well known for its Photoshop editing software and pdf document 
creation technology, recently announced an initiative it says can help fight 
“misinformation” on the web. 


The Content Authenticity Initiative (CAI), a collaboration between Adobe, The 
New York Times Company, and Twitter, intends to establish an industry standard 
for content attribution, and more. 


The system appears designed to track digital files, including changes and who 
made the changes, embedding the info as metadata in the files, perhaps in new 
hard to purge ways. According to Adobe senior vice president and general 
counsel Dana Rao: 


“With the abundance of digital material, consumers want to know that what 
they're seeing is genuine. While this is a daunting task, we are delighted to be 
working with The New York Times Company and Twitter to promote the 
adoption of an industry-wide content attribution system. It is important that 
technology and media businesses work together today to enable consumers to 
properly analyze and comprehend internet content.” 
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During a demonstration at an Adobe conference, an example of CAI would work 
with photos was shown. There was a tiny icon that could be clicked, similar to 
what’s found on Twitter verified accounts. The photographer's identity was 
revealed, complete with a name and a headshot. Viewers could then click to see 
exactly what had been changed. 


CAI is expected to be incorporated into a variety of websites, including The New 
York Times, Twitter, and others. 


Adobe says the framework is intended to allow content producers to validate 
their work before sharing it, ensuring that they are properly credited. 
Simultaneously, it allows the general audience to examine a medium’s attribution 
trail, increasing their trust in the legitimacy of what they're viewing. 


Protecting Creators and Viewers, Or Built to Surveill and Suppress? 


But the system may also be leveraged to track and suppress legitimate fair use 
of images in creating politically powerful messages, in memes and videos. 


Right now, there are software programs that can edit and strip unwanted 
metadata info from photos and other digital files including word processing files, 
etc. 


How those programs would perform with respect to Adobe’s CAI initiative is 
unknown. But it’s another area where the potential for privacy rights abuse and 
suppression of political expression may be part of the agenda. 


A story on Photofocus which covered Adobe’s CAI noted: 


“There’s been a lot of talk in recent years about ‘fake news.’ This isn’t just 
limited to the political spectrum — it also comes into play when you’re 
talking about altering content like photographs. The ability to provide 
proper content attribution is critical — for both creators and publishers — 
to ensure trust and transparency to their audiences.” 
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THIS WEEK IN SURVEILLANCE 


PEGASUS SOFTWARE USED TO SPY ON 
POLITICAL OPPO. The Guardian is 
reporting that countries including Poland, 
Mexico and others have targeted human 
rights activists, journalists, and attorneys 
using hacking tools provided by the Israeli 
spy business NSO Group. 


As a result of a leak, 17 news outlets examined data and found widespread and 
ongoing exploitation of NSO's hacking software, Pegasus, which the firm claims 
is only meant to be used against criminals and terrorists. 


Pegasus is a piece of malware that infects iPhones and Android smartphones, 
allowing its users to extract texts, images, and emails, as well as record calls 
and covertly activate microphones. 


The data breach includes a list of over 50,000 phone numbers that are thought 
to have been recognized as those of individuals of interest by NSO clients since 
2016. 


As part of the Pegasus project, a reporting consortium, Forbidden Stories, a 
Paris-based nonprofit media organization, and Amnesty International got early 
access to the stolen list and shared it with media partners. 

Pegasus Not Needed By Five Eyes Countries 

The Guardian story mostly focused on right-leaning governments who bought 
and used the surveillance software. But the U.K., the U.S. and major allies 


grouped together in the “Five Eyes” intelligence sharing arrangement have no 
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need for Pegasus software. That’s because they have their own, just as invasive, 
and just as politically abused. 


Tucker Carlson recently drew derision for revealing that he learned through a 
confidential source that his communications were being spied on, even though 
the FBI claimed Carlson wasn’t “the target” of an investigation. 


And the FISA abuse and intelligence spying against the Trump campaign and 
Presidency at this point is an open book. 


Perhaps the uncovered abuse of the Pegasus program will lead political factions 
of Western countries to come together in agreeing that spying on citizenry is 
corrosive and not befitting free peoples. 


AMAZON USES DEVICES TO BUILD PARASITE NETWORK. Amazon Alexa, 
Echo and Ring devices might be making life easier. They also just got harder to 
turn off. 


Customers in the U.S. who didn’t opt out of something called “Amazon 
Sidewalk” in June, now have devices which are connected to each other and the 
internet even when a customer’s wifi is off. 


How can that work? 


New Amazon updates to the devices make them part of a shared wifi network, 
with any other nearby Amazon devices from other homes. That keeps the 
gadgets online even if they are out of range of house wifi, as well as extending 
the range of tracking devices like Tile's. 


Ostensibly, the online resiliency will be used to ensure update fixes are more 


quickly rolled out. But the company is already signaling expanded uses. 
According to an Amazon Q&A page: 
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“Amazon Sidewalk is a shared network that helps gadgets function better. In the 
future, Sidewalk will offer a variety of experiences resulting from the use of 
Sidewalk-enabled products, such as smart security and lighting, as well as 
appliance and tool diagnostics.” 


Amazon has been called out for a lack of openness in the way Sidewalk was 
implemented, as well as the short time window presented for customers to opt 
out. It’s also been pointed out that the scheme may well violate agreements 
consumers have with their internet service provider's (ISP) terms and conditions, 
concerning bandwidth sharing. 


Right now, the Sidewalk update is doing things like allowing Amazon Ring to 
deliver motion alerts even when a customer’s internet connection is down or 
turned off. It’s doing so by connecting to other nearby devices owned by 
others. 


Sidewalk can also be used by devices that don’t need high-bandwidth, such as 
pet locators and smart lighting. 


The kinds of drip information that can occur in the background is sparking 
concern by privacy advocates, especially given the vast quantity of data 
Amazon can collect from its consumers. 


That information has only grown via Amazon convenience and security devices. 
Ring cameras, for example, can record anyone who knocks on doors, while 
Echo speakers listen in on nearly every interaction of a user. Sidewalk intends to 
expand this data-gathering network by basically transforming Amazon into a 
parasitic worldwide ISP. 


Ashkan Soltani, a former FTC technology officer, noted, “In addition to recording 
everyone's purchasing habits and online activity, [Amazon is] now practically 
becoming a worldwide ISP with the flip of a button, all without having to deploy 
a single foot of fiber.” 
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MATRIXPORT SETS SIGHTS ON POWER INVESTORS 


Crypto Investing app Matrixport is offering vehicles geared for experienced and 
pro level investors. The platform markets itself as a one-stop place “to Custody, 
Trade, Earn, Invest and Borrow with Your Crypto.” 


Some of their offerings include: 


Fixed Income Products 

Crypto Purchasing 

Dual Currency Investment Vehicles 

“Smart Pool” DeFi Investing 

“Smart Trend” Guaranteed Minimum Yield Investments 
FUND, featuring managed crypto funds for investors 


The Dual Currency Bitcoin product is an interesting example that can “pay off” 
either way on Bitcoin price dips or gains. 
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Using the app, an investor can invest in a linked Bitcoin / USDC investment 
vehicle and set a certain time-frame price target. Depending on how Bitcoin 
performs in that time period, a payoff would occur either in added Bitcoin (if the 
asset price dipped), or in stablecoin USDC (pegged one to one to the U.S. 
dollar) if Bitcoin experienced an upsurge. 


“Smart Pool” offers another investment option on the platform, related to the 
fast growing sphere of DeFi finance. Investors can stake crypto in selected Defi 
projects and earn returns, with flexible terms and even things like hourly 
compounding. 


More info can be found at matrixport.com. 


DEFI ON BITCOIN BEING DEVELOPED BY SQUARE 


DeFi sector Square CEO Jack Dorsey has disclosed 
leaders that the company is forming a new division 
dedicated to developing decentralized 
finance (DeFi) services based on the Bitcoin 
network. 


Friday tweets by Dorsey, also the founder 
and CEO of Twitter, announced: 


Square is creating a new business (joining Seller, Cash App, & Tidal) 
focused on building an open developer platform with the sole goal of 
making it easy to create non-custodial, permissionless, and decentralized 
financial services. Our primary focus is #Bitcoin. Its name is TBD. 

jack 

@jack 


Like our new #Bitcoin hardware wallet, we’re going to do this completely in 
the open. Open roadmap, open development, and open source. @brockm 
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is leading and building this team, and we have some ideas around the 
initial platform primitives we want to build. 


Engineer Mike Brock, who previously headed a development team working on 
integrating Bitcoin functionality for the Cash App in 2018, was designated the 
division's leader by Dorsey. Brock has worked on open-source projects as part 
of Red Hat Inc., an enterprise open-source solutions provider. 


A company of Square's size aiming to provide DeFi services on Bitcoin may 
boost adoption and give Ethereum-based DeFi competition in that space. 


Bitcoin presently lacks smart contract app functionality. To launch smart 
contracts, decentralized finance on Bitcoin requires extra infrastructures such as 
bridges and sidechains. But as reported in our 29 June 2021 Trends Journal 
article, “TAPROOT UPGRADE SET TO ADD VALUE TO BITCOIN”, the Bitcoin 
blockchain will likely be gaining smart contract app abilities. 


Ethereum currently leads the top 100 DeFi platforms in terms of locked value 
(TVL), according to Defi Llama statistics, with Aave leading the list with $9.09 
billion in TVL. Binance also competes with sites like PancakeSwap, which is 
ranked ninth and has $3.76 billion in TVL. 


The Lightning Network, which ranks 103 on Defi Llama with a TVL of $58.7 
million, is currently the highest-ranked Bitcoin-based project. 


In 2021, DeFi on Ethereum has expanded, with the entire DeFi user base 


(measured in terms of unique addresses) tripling from 1.1 million in January to 
about 3 million in July, according to Dune Analytics data. 
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BITCOIN MINING GROWING IN U.S. AFTER CHINA CRACKDOWN 


1 Following China's ban on bitcoin mining, 
Nasdaq-listed BIT Digital is relocating 14,500 
bitcoin ASIC miners to the United States. 


Following legal changes in China, the 
company stated in a statement on Thursday 
that it halted operations and has expedited its migration to North America, which 
began in October of last year. 


The majority of BIT Digital's mining activities were still based in China as of the 
beginning of May, when the regulatory hammer was dropped in early June. 


After BIT Mining and The9 City, BIT Digital is the third publicly traded bitcoin 
mining company with operations in China to relocate its equipment outside. 


As of 30 June, BIT Digital still has around 9,500 bitcoin miners in China. 
However, it stated that the relocation of its "remaining China-based fleet" will be 
completed in the third quarter of 2021. According to the report, BIT Digital also 
liquidated roughly a third of its equipment in China during the second quarter. 


BIT Digital has a fleet of “43,606 miners with a total maximum hash rate of 
2,423.15 PH/s [petahashes per second]” as of 30 April, according to its May 
update. At the time, around 80% of the equipment was in China, with 19,060 
miners in Sichuan, 12,830 in Xinjiang, and 3,200 in Yunnan. 


BIT Digital claimed it sold approximately 11,000 bitcoin miners in Q2 because 
they “have a lower expected return on invested capital ... and/or 
were deemed unsuitable for long-distance migration to North America.” 


The company’s U.S. equipment is hosted by Compute North, a colocation 
provider that expects to substantially expand its hosting capacity over the next 


year. 
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MORE TROUBLES FOR BINANCE 


Binance, a major cryptocurrency exchange 
and trading platform, has come under 
regulatory fire from Hong Kong and 
Lithuanian officials, following crackdowns 
by Italy and the U.K. 


On 28 June, Britain’s market regulating 
agency banned the exchange from offering crypto derivatives, which it deems 
too risky for retail investors, and stock tokens, a Binance innovation that ties the 
value of tokens to the value of specific stocks. 


The tokens blur the line between stock markets, which are regulated, and 
cryptocurrencies, which are not, the agency said. 


As a result of the regulatory actions, banks Barclays and Santander forbade 
clients from sending payments from the U.K. to Binance. 


Italy also has censured the company. 

Last week, Lithuania’s central bank accused an in-country Binance affiliate of 
providing “unlicensed investment services” and Hong Kong regulators also drew 
a line against stock tokens. 

Binance now has discontinued stock tokens. 

Japan also has said Binance operates there without regulatory clearance and 


the company has canceled plans to open in Ontario, Canada’s largest province, 
after regulators there brought actions against other crypto exchanges. 
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EU SHOULD OVERSEE CRYPTOS, FRANCE SAYS 


Cryptocurrencies in Europe should be overseen 
by the European Union’s (EU) market regulation 
agency, not individual nations, France has 
urged. 


Regulators across the continent are calling for 
tighter controls over digital money out of fears 
that criminal syndicates are using the 
$1.5-trillion crypto market to launder money and 
cloak drug-smuggling and other illegal activities. 


France wants that control to be in the hands of the European Securities and 
Markets Authority (ESMA). 


The move would “create obvious economies of scale for all national supervisors 
and concentrate expertise in an efficient way,” according to the Autorité des 
Marchés Financiers, France’s regulatory agency. 


Case in point: Binance, one of the world’s largest crypto exchanges, relocated to 
Malta in 2018. However, Maltese regulators say they have no responsibility to 
regulate the global trading site. 


The French government has become increasingly vocal in pressing for broad 
financial reforms across the EU in the wake of Brexit and the 2020 economic 
crisis, including giving ESMA sole authority to interpret financial rules. 


“Direct supervision by EU institutions is limited,” Julie Patterson, a regulatory 


expert at KPMG, the accounting and business services firm, said in a Financial 
Times interview. 
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“Further major changes seem unlikely in the short term, given that ESMA’s 
responsibilities and powers have recently been extensively reviewed,” she 
added. 


“| have seen no clear evidence that [individual nations] want their remits to be 
diminished,” she said. 


BLOCKCHAIN BATTLES 


COINBASE CEO BITES BACK AT 
DOGECOIN CREATOR. Brian Armstrong, the 


co-creator Jackson Palmer's recent attack 
against cryptocurrencies. 


On Thursday, Armstrong outlined some of the most significant advantages of 
cryptocurrencies such as Bitcoin (BTC), emphasizing that crypto is “simply 
providing an alternative for people who want more freedom.” 


Armstrong was responding to comments by Palmer that cryptos are “an 
inherently right-wing, hyper-capitalistic technology built primarily to amplify the 
wealth of its proponents through a combination of tax avoidance, diminished 
regulatory oversight and artificially enforced scarcity.” 


Armstrong highlighted that those who prefer more regulatory oversight from 
financial regulators are free to use the traditional currency system. But he added 
that for those who believe that government solutions are typically inefficient, 
overpromise, or underdeliver, crypto represents a “much-needed breath of fresh 
air.” 
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Traditional investment methods, according to Armstrong, are often connected 
with a lack of alternatives for smaller investors, citing restrictions such as 
accredited investor laws. 


He pointed out that while those laws were well intended, the actual outcome 
was to make it difficult and even unlawful for people not already wealthy to get 
into the investments at all. 


Unlike certain traditional investment vehicles, cryptocurrencies such as Bitcoin 
did not require early investors to be accredited by any financial authority, making 
them an appealing possibility for ordinary investors, according to Armstrong. He 
said that was one of the reasons Bitcoin has made so many people rich. 
Because it wasn’t a security, ordinary people were able to invest early on. 


As aresult, Armstrong concluded that crypto provides “wealth mobility and 
more equality of opportunity for all,” emphasizing that everyone can choose the 
system that best suits them. “Crypto will not fix wealth inequality — it is not 
attempting to achieve the same result for everyone.” 


Coinbase is recognized for its no-politics attitude, which it took in late 2020 as 
part of its objective to “build an open financial system for the globe.” 


Palmer, who invented Dogecoin as a joke in 2013, complained on Twitter earlier 
in the week: 


“The cryptocurrency industry leverages a network of shady business 
connections, bought influencers and pay-for-play media outlets to 
perpetuate a cult-like ‘get rich quick’ funnel designed to extract new 
money from the financially desperate and naive.” 


Dogecoin, renowned as a “meme” coin that has attracted investment without 
obvious financial fundamentals to support it, became one of the most popular 
cryptocurrencies this year. It rose 392 percent in Q2 2021 to become the 
top-gaining digital asset over that period. 
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RIPPLE ALLOWED TO SUBPOENA JUDGE AS PART OF SEC CASE. Ripple, 
a fintech company located in San Francisco, has won another tiny win in its 
continuing struggle with the Securities and Exchange Commission. 


In a judgment issued on Thursday in New York, U.S. District Court Judge Sarah 
Netburn dismissed the SEC's petition to suppress the deposition of William 
Hinman, the former head of the SEC's Division of Corporation Finance. 


In a lecture in 2018, Hinman stated that “current offers and sales of Ether are not 
securities transactions” based on his knowledge of the Ethereum network and 
its decentralized structure. 


The deposition might bolster Ripple's argument that the XRP cryptocurrency is 
not a security. If the SEC does not file an appeal, Ripple can have Hinman speak 
about the reasons behind his judgment on Ether (ETH) at the time, and then 
apply the same logic to XRP. 


Because XRP is a means of exchange utilized for both foreign and local 
transactions, Ripple claims that the SEC cannot regulate it as a security. 


According to Bloomberg, the SEC objected to the subpoena, claiming that it 
“would subject high-level government officials to depositions regarding every 
law, regulation, or policy they consulted on or spoke about and that later 
underlay an enforcement action.” 


The financial regulator also said that it does not communicate through its staff or 
individual commissioners, but rather through enforcement measures, thus 
everything Hinman said is considered "deliberative." The SEC informed the 
judge that if Hinman is deposed, the deliberative process privilege, often known 
as "Exemption 5," will be invoked. 


Judge Netburn noted that this was not a typical SEC enforcement action, and 
that Hinman's deposition would not “open the floodgates.” She went on to say 
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that the issue involved major policy choices in markets, the amount in question 
was large, and the public's interest was high in the case. 


FED CHAIRMAN BELIEVES A DIGITAL DOLLAR COULD WRECK BITCOIN. 
While Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell spoke before the United States 
Financial Services Committee on Wednesday afternoon, he made it plain that 
the central bank would not be compelled to establish a digital currency or cave 
to outside pressure from nations that are ahead of the curve. 


He also mentioned that if the US introduces a sovereign digital currency, 
cryptocurrencies like bitcoin and stablecoins like Tether may become obsolete. 
When asked by Representative Stephen Lynch (D-MA 8th) about the potential 
benefits of swift Fed action on digital currencies, Powell said, “One of the 
arguments that are offered in favor of a digital currency in particular you 
wouldn't need stablecoins you wouldn't need cryptocurrencies if you had a 
digital US currency.” 


The Fed is currently working on a report that will be released in September, 
which has been pushed back from July, and will discuss the benefits, risks, and 
considerations that must be taken into account when it comes to digital 
payments such as crypto assets, stablecoins, and the formation of a CBDC. 
This builds on the Fed's work last year, when it collaborated with an MIT digital 
currency effort to investigate the possibility of a CBDC. 


“That whole group of issues and payment mechanisms, which we think are at a 
critical point, in terms of appropriate regulations and in the case of the CBDC, 
laying out really, questions for the public to respond to about what good it can 
do, what the cost and benefits of it would be,” Powell added. 


However, there is a compelling case to be made that the United States is 
slipping behind in creating a CBDC. China is nearing the introduction of the 
digital yuan, the Bahamas established the first CBDC last year, and the 
European Central Bank started the next phase of its digital euro initiative today. 
According to a report published by the Bank for International Settlements in 
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January 2021, 86 percent of central banks have begun to investigate CBDCs in 
some way. 


Certain legislators are aware of these trends. Rep. Lynch raised worries to 
Powell during his questioning that if the Fed waited too long to investigate the 
notion of a CBDC, the US may accidentally lose its role as the world's reserve 
Currency. 


Powell, on the other hand, is adamant that the US dollar's role as a reserve 
Currency is unrivaled. “The US is the reserve currency. There really isn't a good 
competitor out there because all the things you need to be the reserve currency 
really the United States has it.” 


When it comes to investing in CBDCs, Powell warned that there are risks as well 
as rewards, but that it all depends on the conditions of each nation. He said it 
was more important to formulate and design such a system correctly than to do 
it quickly. 
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TRENDS IN THE COVID WAR 


DELTA DYSTOPIA 


Sir Thomas More was 500 years ahead of his time. His fictional dystopian state 
of great suffering and injustice has become the New ABnormal reality. 


And, as we have been writing since the COVID War was launched in January 
2020, this tyrannical New ABnormal has been created by the corporate media 
and dictatorial politicians that have spread rampant fear, terror and distress 
across the globe. 


We had warned in recent months that as the COVID War wound down and 
societies began to reopen, COVID War 2.0 would be launched. 


COVID 19 is history. The Delta variant is the Presstitute and politicians new mass 
murderer. 


The Wall Street Journal, in a 14 July article informed by data from Johns 
Hopkins University and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, reports 
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that the current U.S. daily average of COVID-19 cases has roughly doubled in 
the past 3 weeks, up to 23,000 from 11,300. 


While selling the fear and hysteria, not a peep from the Presstitutes of the 
inaccuracy of the PCR tests which we have been detailing for a year and a half 
in the Trends Journal. 


Here are a few: 


“COVID CASE “SURGE” HYPE” (10 Nov 2020) 

“WHO ADMITS: COVID TESTS FLAWED” (26 Jan 2021) 

“COVID GOLD TEST PROVES TO BE ‘WORTHLESS’” (29 Sep 2021) 

“LEGAL RULING IN PORTUGAL: PCR TEST FOR COVID IS FLAWED” (1 Dec 
2020 ) 


And while the media whores, bureaucrats and politicians keep promoting the 
new “cases” the numbers are nowhere near the 240,000 cases per day that were 
being reported in January. 


And, to push their, “You must get vaxxed” campaign, the media promotes their 
favorite epidemiologists and self-acclaimed public health officials who fear a 
surge in localized outbreaks this summer, especially in those areas and 
demographics where vaccination rates have significantly fallen. 


L.A. Mask-A-Raid 


In Los Angeles County, the Wall Street Journal reported, new cases recently 
exceeded, for the first time in months, 1,000 per day for 3 consecutive days. But 
officials there say that the majority of those cases (e.g., 83 percent of the 1094 
new cases logged on 10 July) are among those under 50 who are still 
unvaccinated. 


County officials also blamed the rise on the increased interaction and 
socialization that accompanies summer, as well as on the Delta variant, thought 


to be more transmissible and now the most dominant nationwide. 
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To fight the variant, and despite CDC recommendations to the contrary, 
Effective at midnight 17 July, L.A. County dictators ordered its indoor mask 
mandate reinstated, vaccination status notwithstanding, for an as-yet 
undetermined time. 


New cases are on the rise across the country, according to Johns Hopkins, as 
are hospitalizations. Last January the 7-day average of COVID hospitalizations 
reached a high of 125,000, falling to a low in June of around 12,000, but now 
that average is back up to around 13,200. 


Sell Fear, Ignore the Death Rate 


The death rate is not keeping pace, however. According to Johns Hopkins, the 
7-day average for COVID deaths is 255, a statistic that's not given much 
prominence in the WSJ article, nor are any figures offered for comparison or 
perspective. 


Indeed, seven months ago, on 20 January, according to 
https://covidtracking.com/, there were 4,409 COVID deaths. Yet, this fact is 
totally ignored and the hype of the Delta variant is the headline news. 


And, as for who is actually dying from the virus, even before the advent of the 
Delta variant, there was plenty of suspicion that the death rate numbers were 
something other than unassailable. See, for example, the 14 April 2020 Trends 
Journal article "THE NUMBERS DON'T ADD UP." 


But whether in L.A. County or in Missouri (another area cited in the article as 
experiencing a new surge in COVID cases), the establishment culprit is still 
found to be the slowdown in people lining up to be vaccinated and the attitude 
of people who seem to believe, because of the lifting of masking and social 
distancing requirements and increased freedom to travel, that the danger is 
largely past and life has more-or-less returned to "normal." 
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Such "complacency" has dropped the average number of vaccinations 
administered daily from a high in April of almost 3 million to the current 420,000 
or so. Although some 58 percent of U.S. adults have been fully-vaccinated, the 
numbers vary greatly by region. 


What Sayeth Dr. Fauci? 

That's why Dr. Anthony Fauci, America’s anointed foremost authority on all 
things COVID, believes that local officials should have the "discretion" to 
re-impose mask requirements and other measures. And the areas where 
vaccination numbers are "stubbornly low" are predominantly in the South. Seven 
of the ten states with the lowest vaccination numbers are in the South; the 
lowest is Alabama. 


TRENDPOST: What has kept people from embracing vaccination as the nostrum 
for our COVID woes is, according to authorities, "mistrust." Apparently, there are 
just too many people who remain reticent to fall into the compliance of getting 
injected with an Operation Warp Speed, gene therapy jab that has not been 
approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration... despite the proclamations 
of their wise and beneficent government that it will make them live happily ever 
after. 


FLORIDA VS. CRUISE LINE & CDC. “FREE” SPEECH FOR THE BIGS 


wll Florida is a cruise hub that in 2019 
accounted for 60 percent of U.S. cruise 
embarkations. Norwegian Cruise Line 
Holdings Ltd., based in Miami, is set to 
resume cruises to the Caribbean from 
Florida on 15 August, after a yearlong shutdown and an adjusted Net Loss of 
$2.2 billion in 2020 because of the COVID-19 War. 


The cruises may resume if the operators comply with a directive from the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention by requiring full vaccination of all 
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crew and passengers, including children, for all initial sailings through 31 
October. 


But this puts Norwegian's policy at odds with the State of Florida's policy 
barring discrimination on the basis of vaccination status. Under that policy, 
Norwegian could be fined up to $5,000 for each person from whom it requires 
proof of vaccination status. And so, as reported in the Wall Street Journal on 14 
July, Norwegian is suing Florida to stop enforcement of that policy. 


The suit is directed at Florida's surgeon general and filed in the U.S. District 
Court for the Southern District of Florida. It seeks to block the ban on requiring 
proof of vaccination, and to declare the ban unlawful. The surgeon general was 
named because his is the state agency with authority to enforce the ban. 


Vaxx Proof Requirement is Discriminatory? 


In May, Florida Governor Ron DeSantis announced, "Your personal choice 
regarding vaccinations will be protected, and no business or government entity 
will be able to deny you services based on your decision." Florida's position is 
that requiring proof of vaccination is discriminatory in general, and particularly 
against children (who are, statistically, highly unlikely to contract or spread the 
virus) and those who, for one reason or another, cannot be vaccinated. 


In a Blink of a “Legal” Eye 


On 17 July a panel of judges on the 11th Circuit Court of Appeals, based in 
Atlanta, voted 2 to 1 to stay an order that had been issued last month in Tampa. 
That order blocked the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's directive 
which would have permitted cruise ships to resume operating provided that 
passengers could provide proof of vaccination against COVID. The State of 
Florida opposed the requirement of proof as discriminatory, and viewed the 
Tampa ruling as being in Florida's interest. 


But now that the Tampa order has been stayed, the CDC's directive has been 
unblocked, and for the moment Florida, if it wants cruises to resume, will have to 
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allow the CDC's and the cruise line's concern for passenger safety take 
precedence over the state's concern for passenger privacy. 


TRENDPOST: For well over a year, in dozens of articles, as the facts prove, the 
Trends Journal has stressed, children are neither at great risk from the virus nor 
are spreaders of the virus; as we stated in our November 2020 article, "KIDS 
DON'T SPREAD COVID," the COVID recovery rate for those aged 1 to 20, 
according to the CDC, is 99.997 percent! 


Yet, there is a massive push to have them vaccinated and yesterday, the 
American Academy of Pediatrics declared that children from 2 years of age on 
up should be masked up when they go to school... even if they got the COVID 
Jab. 


And, of course, we have reported extensively on the ineffectiveness of masks 
and the dangers associated with them (mental and physical) when continually 
worn, including the 12 January 2021 article: “STUDY: MASKS HARMING 
CHILDREN.” 


Yet, these hard facts are absent in the corporate controlled news outlets who 
make billions selling Big Pharma (Drug Lords) drug ads. 


Free Speech? 


So the legal wrangling pits the State of Florida against both Norwegian and the 
CDC. Norwegian claims that, by blocking information about who is vaccinated 
and who is not, Florida is impinging on the First Amendment's protection of free 
speech, and is also interfering with interstate and international commerce, of 
which the authority to regulate is Constitutionally delegated only to Congress. 


These arguments, according to Lawrence Gostin, professor of global health law 


at Georgetown University, give Norwegian's lawsuit "a reasonably strong chance 
to succeed." 
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Should it not succeed, the cruise line company, facing lost revenue of some 4 
million per ship for each 7 day cruise it's compelled to cancel, may choose to 
abandon its Florida operations entirely, or else revise its operations in ways that 
will be "costlier, less-safe," and "beneath our brand and the quality of 
experience our passengers have come to expect..." 


TRENDPOST: In America, the Land of Hypocrisy, as we detail in the Trends 
Journal and have been over the past decade, anyone disagreeing with what Big 
Tech and the government is selling is censored. However, for Norwegian to claim 
that by blocking information about who is vaccinated and who is not, Florida is 
impinging on the First Amendment's protection of free speech, exemplifies how 
it is prohibited for We the People of Slavelandia to speak our minds, but it is an 
apparent Constitutional Right for the Bigs to say — and do - as they please. 


In fact, as Joe Doran noted in last week’s Trends Journal, censorship is global: 
“WEF LAUNCHES NEW ASSAULT AGAINST AMERICAN BILL OF RIGHTS.” 


TREND FORECAST: As we reported, censorship has become the way of the 
world. We have written many articles and made trend forecasts of how 
governments across the globe would be silencing those that would not toe the 
party line. 

Among them is our 19 September 2018 article “Media censorship trend to 
escalate,” where we wrote: 


“Look no further than Facebook Chief Operating Officer Sheryl Sandberg’s 
and Twitter CEO Jack Dorsey’s recent testimony before the Senate 
Intelligence Committee. It could not be clearer: These tech giants will 
aggressively, relentlessly smoke out the ‘bad actors’ and ‘block them,’ and 
you too, of course, from sharing any “undesired” content.” 


Indeed, one of our Top Trends for 2019 that we wrote a year before the COVID 
War was launched was “CENSORSHIP 2019.” We had forecast that: 
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Governments across the globe, regardless of what political doctrine they 
profess, in collusion with social media giants, will accelerate the 
Censorship 2019 trend. 


While Google, Facebook and Twitter will dominate market share for the 
foreseeable future, market gaps will widen. They’re ready to be filled by 
nimble, trustworthy First Amendment-driven OnTrendpreneurs® having 
2020 foresight to host sites to circumvent the government/media 
monopolies. 


We had forecast that censorship of media will escalate throughout the “free” 
world. In many countries, especially in the Divided States of America, people 
tune into their favored sources that support their narrow agendas and fixed belief 
systems, ignoring alternative or multiple sources of information. 


A key tenet of trend forecasting is to seek all sides of issues and events with an 
open mind, rather than adhere to a fixed belief system. Thus, “It’s not what you 
want to hear, it’s what you need to know.” 


THE CHINESE WAY: MANDATORY VAXXING 


China, with its 1.4 billion people, is now 
roughly on par with the U.S. in terms of 
percentage of the population that has been 
fully vaccinated. In the U.S., it's 48 percent, 
while in China it's 40 percent. Last month, 
a Chinese health official increased, to 
80-85 percent, the projected goal at which herd immunity, or the cessation of 
community transmission, would be achieved. As has been tried elsewhere (see 
our article of 25 May, "LOTTERIES, JUNK FOOD & A COVID VAX"), people in 
China have been offered enticements to getting vaccinated, such as free eggs, 
milk and tea. 
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"Vaccine Hesitancy" Even in China 


So now, as reported on 15 July in the Wall Street Journal, a dozen eastern 
Chinese counties and cities will be implementing mandatory vaccinations, 
setting deadlines in August by which adults 18 years old and up must complete 
the two-shot regimen. And many of those same areas set deadlines in late July 
after which the unvaccinated would be forbidden to enter schools, hospitals, 
nursing facilities, libraries and prisons without proof of a valid medical 
exemption. 


Movie theaters, internet cafes and karaoke bars are also among the venues 
where proof of inoculation, whether by printed document or a health code on 
one's mobile phone, will be required for entry. 


So Far, No Nationwide Mandate 


The country's National Health Commission has not yet instituted a mandatory 
vaccination directive, nor has it indicated that it plans to. The counties and cities 
making vaccinations mandatory claim to be doing so absent any orders from the 
central government. 


The WSJ article reports that the new policies are being met with skepticism on 
Chinese social media platforms, with posters accusing authorities of going too 
far and saying that mandatory vaccinations renege on the central government's 
pledge that vaccinations would be voluntary. 


China-watchers might wonder if any of those publicly critical of the new policies 
have yet "disappeared" or met with "unfortunate accidents." Or, as in the United 
States, censored on the mainstream and social media for spreading 
“misinformation.” 


TRENDPOST: Trends Journal has observed, as on 11 May, in "JOIN THE 

VAXXED HERD? MANY AMERICANS SAY 'NO'," that whenever and wherever 
herd immunity is mentioned, the numbers keep changing as to what it takes to 
get the “herd” immunized. And as with all the draconian COVID dictates—from 
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social distancing, mask wearing indoors and outdoors, sanitizing surfaces, 
etc. —there is not a shred of scientific data to support these mandates. 


TRENDPOST: While surveys show that Chinese people are more accepting of 
being vaccinated than are Americans (that difference may be becoming 
negligible; see our 13 July item, "REMEMBER 'IT'S A FREE COUNTRY'?"), many 
Chinese are still exhibiting "vaccine hesitancy." Reportedly, it is suggested that 
the reason for this is that the vaccines in use in China are produced in China, 
and fall short of the effectiveness of those being produced and administered in 
the West. 


GOV. CUOMO ACCUSED OF COVID LYING... AGAIN 


Since the very first outbreak of the 
COVID-19 virus, it's been suspected that 
the number of fatalities was being inflated; 
see, for example, the Trends Journal 
w article of April 2020, "THE NUMBERS 

5 DON'T ADD UP." 


Now comes an article from The New York Times, published on 15 July, that 
reports that half the U.S. states have been under-reporting COVID-related 
deaths. And the worst offender, by far, has been New York State. 


As of 14 July, New York State's official COVID death toll stood at 43,000, 
compared to the 54,000 logged for the state by the National Center for Health 
Statistics, a sub-department of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
And while other states, among them California and Texas, exhibit discrepancies 
between their own official numbers and those of the NCHS, none even approach 
the gap of 11,000 seen in New York. 


Another Cuomo Scandal? I'm Shocked, Shocked! 


The article states that the NCHS's statistics are based on the death certificates 
it receives from the states, and NY State claims that its death certificates paint a 
true picture of the COVID death toll. But the article tells us that "probable" 
COVID-related deaths are not part of the data sent to the NCHS, which receives 
only NYS death certificates from victims with positive lab tests for COVID-19. 
And the NYT operates its own "virus tracker," which also puts the state's death 
toll significantly higher than what the state has reported. 


These revelations will no doubt be considered by the NY State Assembly's 
Judiciary Committee, the NYS Attorney General and the federal investigators 
who are scrutinizing the various allegations against the governor, whose 
approval ratings have dropped precipitously and who is facing calls for his 
resignation or impeachment. 


TRENDPOST: This latest round of frauds adds to the scandals surrounding New 
York's Governor Andrew Cuomo who is already under investigation for allegedly 
causing thousands of unnecessary COVID deaths in nursing homes, and for his 
efforts to obscure that death toll; see our September 2020 article, "CUOMO 
GETS INSPECTED." 


Cuomo has also been accused of a pattern of inappropriate behavior with 
various female aides (see our March 2021 article, "ANOTHER DAY, ANOTHER 


CHARGE OF CUOMO HARASSMENT. ") 


But despite the high virus death rate and his other alleged inappropriate 
behavior, the mainstream media still champions Cuomo as a COVID winner and 
nothing has stopped him from writing and promoting a book about the masterful 
leadership he allegedly displayed in his policies for dealing with the virus, a book 
which garnered him $5 million and numerous accolades; see our December 
2020 item, "CUOMO TO RECEIVE EMMY FOR HIS COVID TV SHOW." 
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COVID WAR = FATAL DRUG OVERDOSES 


Fentanyl, a synthetic opioid 50 times more 
powerful than heroin, and whose illegal use 
had already attained epidemic proportions in 
the U.S., is the chief drug involved in a 30 
percent increase in deaths caused by drug 
overdoses in 2020. That's the biggest annual 
increase in thirty years. 


But the real culprit, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
and reported on 15 July by the Wall Street Journal, is the COVID War and the 
job losses, isolation and other trauma that have resulted from the shutdowns 
and other restrictions imposed to try to deal with the "pandemic." 


Of over 93,000 deaths from drug overdoses in 2020, over 57,000 were from 
synthetic opioids, including fentanyl, which is often mixed with other illicit drugs, 
such as heroin, with or without the user's awareness. The number of deaths 
involving synthetic opioids was more than 54 percent higher than in 2019, while 
deaths from opioids in general were up by more than 37 percent. Deaths from 
overdoses of cocaine and methamphetamines were also higher. 


The WSJ article states that, "according to preliminary mortality data," COVID-19 
was the third most-prevalent cause of death in the U.S. in 2020, following heart 
disease and cancer. The fourth most prevalent cause was unintentional injuries, 
and that category includes drug overdoses. (Kindly note that Trends Journal 
has consistently questioned the accuracy of the COVID death count, as in the 
April 2020 article, "THE NUMBERS DON'T ADD UP." 


So the increase in drug overdoses is, along with COVID-19, helping to reduce 
U.S. life expectancy, which in 2020 may have suffered the greatest drop since 
1943, when World War II was a significant factor. 
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Unintended Consequences 


These figures show that the toll in human lives taken by COVID-19 goes beyond 
the estimated 337,883 U.S. deaths attributed to the disease last year. The 
connection between the COVID War and the increase in drug overdoses has to 
do with people locked down and unable to access treatment for drug use or 
addiction, as well as interruptions in or suspensions of treatment programs. The 
stress of job losses and the deaths of family and friends is also a factor, as is the 
lack of social interaction caused by businesses shutting down, which deprived 
people of "coping mechanisms." 


These factors were cited in the TJ article of September 2020, "COVID 
LOCKDOWNS INCREASE DRUG ABUSE." 


For some, the increased stress caused them to wind up homeless. 

Needless to say, the COVID War has not made things any easier for those 
already dealing with mental health issues. We all Know that disruption of 
day-to-day life patterns and enforced isolation can make even the most stable, 
well-adjusted person go a little bit crazy. 


Suing Big Pharma 


The article reports that public health and drug treatment experts are calling for 
“urgent, comprehensive measures" to address the crisis. The approach by many 
state and local authorities is to bring some $26 million in lawsuits against the 
opioid manufacturers and distributors, alleging that Big Pharma created 
widespread addiction by promoting the prescribing of such drugs beyond what 
was medically necessary, and that resulted in increased use of drugs like heroin 
and illicit fentanyl. 


The drug companies claim that all they did was to sell or distribute a legal 
pain-management product for prescription by doctors. But, so far, Johnson & 
Johnson has agreed to pay $230 million to settle a lawsuit brought by the State 
of New York, which, along with 14 other states, has reached a settlement with 
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Purdue Pharma LP, the maker of OxyContin, which is a controlled-release form 
of oxycodone, another semi-synthetic opioid. 


TREND FORECAST: As we noted in October 2079, in "THE OPIOID WARS," 
OxyContin was approved by the FDA under Bill Clinton in 1996, and within two 
years, following a promotional video of a doctor saying that it had no "serious 
medical side effects," prescriptions increased by 11 million. 


Also note, three Gangs run the world: The warmongering Military Industrial 
Complex; The Bankster Bandits; and The Drug Lords... that imbeciles and 
morons call “Big Pharma.” 


Unless people unite for Freedom, Peace and Justice, 2020, the year the COVID 
War was launched, will mark the beginning of the end of humanism. 


THE HILL: PROPAGANDA SUPREME. EVIL LURKS IN THE HEARTS OF 
ANTI-VAXXERS 


All around us, and for some time now, we've 


witnessed what used to be called journalism 


AANE having morphed into pure Presstitute 
of EVIL 


propaganda. 


It's been decades, for example, since The New 
pipes York Times, the self-proclaimed "newspaper of 
Milliam Johnstone u A A . : 
seer Mocrioe record," essentially expanded its editorial page to 
the entire newspaper, and many other 
once-trusted purveyors of "news" have followed 


suit. 


Digitally Remastered & Restored 
K Incigd @rrogram Guide by Ivan G. Shreve, Jr. 


An article appearing on The Hill on 14 July dispenses with any semblance of 
subtlety in selling its agenda. It reads like something out of Pravda; it's so 
over-the-top, it becomes almost a caricature of itself. 
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The theme is vaccine hesitancy (as it relates to the COVID vaccines) and the 
broader concern of the "Anti-Vaxx Movement." 


And that's a problem; despite the concerted and coordinated efforts of Big 
Government, Big Pharma Drug Lords, Big Media, Big Tech, Hollywood, Madison 
Avenue and Dr. Fauci, many people (and not just in the U.S.) remain suspicious 
of the Operation Warp Speed, FDA unapproved gene therapy COVID jab... and 
are failing to dutifully line up like good little subservients to get their shots. 


Additionally, more than 40 states have introduced measures opposing vaccine 
passports, and there is similar resistance to President Biden's plan to go 
door-to-door to promote vaccination. 


Those Wascally Wepublicans! 


Why is this happening? It's all because, The Hill's propaganda piece informs us, 
of the "rise in anti-vaccine rhetoric" coming from Republican elected officials 
and right-wing media. That's right, it's Republican governors and legislators, 
aided and abetted by far-right hosts on cable television who are encouraging 
people to question the official vaccine narrative. 


Not “We the People” who are unaffiliated with any of the political gangs. No! 
Those of us who voice skepticism and mistrust are relegated as the "marginal 
fringe" category. 


Unable to think for ourselves, The Hill declares our skepticism and mistrust are 
encouraged by Republicans "repeating far-right talking points questioning the 
safety and effectiveness of coronavirus vaccines, in spite of the overwhelming 
scientific evidence that the vaccines developed in the past year are some of the 
safest and most effective ever created." 


And if you thought that the Trump administration might deserve some credit for 
setting the wheels in motion for the development of the “Operation Warp Speed 


Drug” that they rushed to market, The Hill will disabuse you of that notion, 
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reminding readers that "the previous administration... was really an 
administration of science denialism." 


The article finds no irony in its observation that, while Trump "has demanded 
credit for the Operation Warp Speed program that delivered a vaccine in record 
time," and was himself vaccinated, hesitation or opposition to receiving a COVID 
vaccine now "falls along starkly partisan lines, as supporters of former President 
Trump say they are most reluctant to be vaccinated." 


The Hill also makes no mention that, when Trump proclaimed that a vaccine 
would soon be available, it was his opponents who emphatically declared they 
didn't trust it and would not be lining up for it (See the Trends Journal 23 June 


2020 article "AMERICANS GET COLD FEET OVER COVID-19 VACCINE"). 


Sure, The Hill piece acknowledges, the anti-vaccination movement has been 
around since long before COVID made its appearance. And people still insist on 
believing in a connection between vaccines and autism, even though they 
declared "that link has been thoroughly debunked." But now, thanks to social 
media, those crackpots can find others who share their beliefs and help spread 
them, so that 22 percent of Americans now claim to identify, at least on some 
occasions, as anti-vaxxers. 


More "Anti-Science" 


The "anti-science" trope is also used to describe those who would have the 
temerity to question the wisdom of vaccinating children; such irresponsibility in 
the face of the pandemic we're fighting is, you see, the exclusive province of 
Republicans and far-right individuals (for whom the article takes no pains to 
conceal its condescension and contempt), and it's "shocking" that "people who 
represent...the health and well-being of the public are choosing to take this 
dramatic anti-science stance." 


Beyond the consciousness of The Hill, Trends Journal has pointed out 
repeatedly that there's no statistical basis for vaccinating children, who are 


neither at great risk from COVID — their recovery rate is 99.997 percent! — nor 
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do they spread it (for eg. see November 2020's "KIDS DON'T SPREAD COVID"). 
But that must not be based on their "science." 


The great risk, of course (and the great fear among those with a vested interest 
in keeping the COVID pot boiling), is that anti-vaxx sentiments will become even 
more widespread, and result in a prolongation of the "pandemic." Worse, such 
skepticism "might extend to other common and safe preventative measures to 
battle other preventable diseases." The article quotes a professor who has 
studied the anti-vaxx movement as saying, "Having the ideas and beliefs of 
what were formerly fringe groups legitimized by political leaders has 
consequences." 


Indeed, rather than journalism, they make it perfectly clear that their mission is 
to gain audience share by selling and promoting what their audience wants to 
hear and read... and not what they need to know so they can think for 
themselves. 


TREND FORECAST: Journalism is dead in America and much of the world. 
Republican, Democrat Left, Right or Middle, the mainstream media sells their 


agenda. 


As we reported in our Trends in the News broadcast, on 10 February, the 
Financial Times headline read: 


Fox News plans to maintain centre-right slant 

The article went on to quote Fox Corporation CEO Lachlan Murdoch, who made 

it 100 percent clear it is not true journalism that drives Fox News, it is the bottom 
line. 

The Financial Times quoted Murdoch, who stated: 

“We will stick where we are and we think that is exactly right and is the best thing 
for business. We believe where we are targeted, to the centre-right, is exactly 


where we should be targeted.” 
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There it is: “the best thing for business” is their being “targeted, to the 
centre-right.” 


Unlike the Trends Journal, where our motto is “Think for Yourself,” for Fox 
Corporation, it is not about journalism, not about reporting news, but playing to 
an audience. 


CDC: NEARLY 11,000 DEATHS FROM COVID JAB 


s = 
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The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention on Friday reported data that 
showed 10,991 deaths have been recorded 
on the Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting 
System since December, according to 
ChildrensHealthDefense.org. 


The report said these deaths need to be investigated before they are officially 
tied to the COVID-19 vaccine, but for vaccine skeptics, the number serves as an 
early warning about the health hazard. 


The Trends Journal has been reporting extensively on the vaccines and 
reported side effects. On 19 January we featured an article titled, "COVID-19 
VACCINES: TRACKING ADVERSE HEALTH EFFECTS." It pointed out that severe 
allergic reactions to COVID-19 vaccines were occurring at a rate of 11.1 per 
million vaccinations, compared to 1.3 per 1 million with flu shots, according to 
Nancy Messonnier, director of the CDC’s National Center for Immunization and 
Respiratory Diseases. 


The report said there were a total of 463,457 adverse events since the start of 
the global vaccination effort. The number represents a 25,000 jump compared to 
the previous week. The report said there were 48,385 serious injuries recorded 
from 14 December to 9 July and that number increased by 7,370 last week. 
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VAERS is intended to track potential risks associated with taking one of the 
several vaccines approved in the U.S. on an Emergency Use Authorization. (The 
Food and Drug Administration is expected to grant Pfizer and Moderna’s jab full 
authorization in about a month.) 


Dr. Tom Shimabukuro, the deputy director of the CDC’s Immunization Safety 
Office, blamed some in the media for trying to use deaths reported into the 
system as an accurate reflection of the mortality rate after taking the shot. 


“Vaccines are one of the tools that are going to help the U.S. get back to normal 
life,” he said. “Vaccines save lives. CDC recommends that everyone who is 
eligible should get vaccinated.” 


Senator Ron Johnson, who has been skeptical of the vaccine, was on Fox 
News on 14 July and talked about the virtues of natural immunity when it comes 
to preventing infection. 


“There is a risk to the vaccine,” he said. “Again, it’s very small, but there are 
some pretty serious side effects, including death. There are already over 5,200 
deaths reported on the VAERS system. That’s a CDC, FDA's early warning 
system.” 


The FDA announced on 12 July that it updated the label on the Johnson & 
Johnson vaccine to include a warning about the rare risk of developing 
Guillain-Barré syndrome, which could be deadly. Prevention magazine said the 
autoimmune disorder involves the body attacking and damaging nerves. 


“Reports of adverse events following use of the Janssen COVID-19 vaccine 
under emergency use authorization suggest an increased risk of Guillain-Barré 
syndrome during the 42 days following vaccination,” the new labeling read. 


TRENDPOST: Desperate times call for desperate measures. While the Biden 
administration seems to be losing momentum to get Americans to sign up for the 


vaccine, the administration has enlisted pop star Olivia Rodrigo to sell the 
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vaccine to youngsters who essentially have no risk of serious infection from the 
virus itself. Indeed, according to CDC data, as we have detailed, the recovery 
rate for people 1 to 20 years of age is 99.997 percent. 


The Daily Mail reported that she will meet with President Biden and Dr. Anthony 
Fauci, and will "record videos about the importance of young people getting 
vaccinated, including answering important questions young people have about 
getting vaccinated," a White House official said. 


In May, we ran a story about how celebrities are being used by the White House 
and Big Pharma to sell vaccines. (See: CELEBRITY SELLOUTS SELL COVID 
VAX”). We pointed out that Tracy Epton, a psychologist at the University of 
Manchester in the U.K., told The New York Times that these celebrity 
endorsements could be important when overall trust in “government/official 
sources is quite low.” 


HARVARD EPIDEMIOLOGIST: NO NEED TO RING ‘HUGE’ DELTA VARIANT 
ALARM BELL 


We have been reporting extensively on 
COVID-19 and the variants that have been 
emerging during the disease’s evolution. 
In a 22 June “SPECIAL REPORT: NEW 
TOP TREND, COVID WAR 2.0,” we predict 
that there will be new shutdowns and 
hysteria just in time for the holiday 


season. 
We wrote, “Get ready for the Delta Variant Hysteria and the Winter Jab Push.” 
While the mainstream media and political push is that the variant may be more 
contagious, totally ignored by the Presstitutes is that, to date, it is less deadly 


than COVID 19. 
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“Delta is creating a huge amount of noise,” Bill Hanage, a Harvard 
epidemiologist was quoted by The New York Times last Wednesday. “But | don’t 
think that it’s right to re ringing a huge alarm bell.” 


Another “expert” told the paper that the idea of a disease with greater severity is 
“more anecdotal than driven by actual data. | don’t think it makes kids sicker.” 


An NBC News report on Wednesday said more young and unvaccinated 
individuals are arriving at hospitals suffering from more severe illness and have 
been being placed on ventilators in higher numbers. The report said that fewer 
than 50 percent of those 18-39 have been fully vaccinated. However, NBC has 
not reported on how many of them died from the virus or if they had pre-existing 
chronic conditions such as respiratory ailments, obesity, Type 2 diabetes etc., of 
which 94.6 percent of the COVID victims suffer. 


Dr. Anthony Fauci, the head of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases, said that the Delta variant is the single “greatest threat” for the world 
to eliminate the virus. Dr. Scott Gottlieb, the former commissioner of the Food 
and Drug Administration and member of drug dealer Pfizer’s board, predicted 
that the worst is yet to come: 


“The Delta variant is going to move its way through the country over the 
course of August and September, maybe into October. That's what the 
modeling shows, that's what we expect, that the peak of this epidemic 
would really be sometime around the end of September, back to school 
season. It's going to get worse before it gets better in terms of the spread 
of this infection right now,” he told CNBC. 


We reported on 29 June in an article titled, “DELTA VARIANT THROWS NEW 
OBSTACLE IN WAY OF EU RECOVERY” that the variant, which was first 
discovered in India, has become the predominant strain in a number of 
countries. 
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The Times pointed out that Delta now makes up more than 50 percent of the 
cases in the U.S. and the infection rate has prompted President Joe Biden and 
his administration to increase the call for Americans to be vaccinated. As of 
Sunday, 49 percent of the country has been fully vaccinated. Biden came up 
short of his goal to have 70 percent of Americans to have received at least one 
shot of the COVID-19 vaccine by the Fourth of July. 


Despite the new concerns, the number of COVID-19 deaths has dramatically 
fallen in the U.S. and is now averaging about 220 per day... compared to over 
4,000 per day in January. The CDC said Friday that cases are up 70 percent ina 
week and hospitalizations are also up by about 36 percent. 


“This is becoming a pandemic of the unvaccinated,” said CDC head Dr. Rochelle 
Walensky, according to NPR. “If you remain unvaccinated, you are at risk.” 


Our 13 July article “U.S. VAX RATE DOWN, BIDEN FIGHTING TO PUSH IT UP” 
pointed out that private businesses may begin to step up to help the 
government vaccinate more Americans who may be unwilling to take the jab. 


Dr. Jonathan Reiner, a CNN medical analyst, said it is time the private sector 
takes the lead on the effort. He said private companies should begin to require 
workers to take the jab. A recent Kaiser Family Foundation poll found that 42 
percent of those who have not received the vaccine would if their companies 
required the shot. 


“| do think it's time to start mandating vaccines,” Reiner said after being asked if 
the government should stop begging Americans to take the shot. He said that 
he believes companies will begin to mandate vaccinations: 


“Seventy-five million adults have chosen to not get vaccinated and that 
choice has consequences. Now, we can't force you to take a jab in the 
arm but there are many jobs, perhaps, that can prevent you from working if 
you decide not to get vaccinated.” 
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TREND FORECAST: The Delta variant is another way for politicians to sell fear. 
The word "variant" alone elicits thoughts of mutation, and what is scarier than a 
mutation? Politicians have failed at every turn during the outbreak, and will 
continue to defend every single bad decision by saying: "We had to err on the 
side of caution, because we want to defeat this virus. We are, after all, in this 
together." Easy to say for someone who never missed a paycheck. 


AUSTRALIA: FOLKS FIGHTING AGAINST COVID WAR 


r y 


Australia's Victoria state was set to impose 
y — new lockdown orders starting at 11:59 pm 
we, On 15 July, its fifth lockdown since the start 
of the COVID War, but not before angry 
protestors stormed Melbourne's central 
business district, calling for the ouster or 
resignation of Premier Daniel Andrews. 


Disregarding the inclement weather, demonstrators held up signs reading 
"Lockdown Kills," "| Have a Choice," "Government Lies," "A Real Pandemic 
Needs No Advertisement," and “Get off your knees Victoria, this is not a drill, be 
warned—the weapon is the injection.” 


The protestors, who call themselves The Melbourne Freedom Rally, list five 
objectives they hope to achieve. 


Besides seeking an end to COVID restrictions, they oppose vaccine mandates 
and want refunds for fines levied against those who broke lockdown rules. And 
they demand that Daniel Andrews no longer be the Premier of Victoria, saying 
that he "must be held accountable for the Crimes against Humanity he has 
committed against the Victorian People." 


Their last objective is for a "Pandemic Royal Commission," which will investigate 
“criminal activity, conflicts of interest, corruption, and incompetence in the 
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government and medical system," and prosecute for fraud any doctors found to 
have falsified death certificates to wrongly include COVID. 


Separate from their stated objectives, they have a recommendation that instead 
of restrictions, Victoria should implement the Swedish strategy for dealing with 
COVID, which eschewed lockdowns, counting on the population to self-regulate. 
But the Daily Mail mischaracterizes the Swedish approach, claiming it allowed 
the virus "to run rampant in the community." A more accurate picture of how 
Sweden chose to deal with the virus can be seen in our May 2020 article, 
"CORONAVIRUS: THE SWEDEN SUCCESS STORY CONTINUES." 


Do What I Say! 


Andrews said he had no choice but to call for another lockdown, in response to 
the discovery of two new cases of the Delta variant of COVID-19, bringing the 
number of cases in the state's latest outbreak to 18. There was no mention of 
anyone having died. We've reported on similar events before, as in September 
2020's "VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA: FEW VIRUS CASES BUT TOUGH 
RE-LOCKDOWNS'!; “MELBOURNE MADNESS”; “MORE MELBOURNE 
MADNESS”; and “MORE MELBOURNE MADNESS PART II”. 


The stay-at-home order began at 11:59 p.m. on Thursday and is set to end at 
11:59 p.m. on Tuesday, the report said. Reports said there are only five reasons 
a person in the city can leave their homes, and they include going to work, 
getting food, exercising, career responsibilities, and getting a COVID-19 vaccine. 


Masks must be worn both indoors and outside; no visitors to the home except 
for an intimate partner; schools closed to all but vulnerable children; restaurants 
open for takeout only; no in-person church service; weddings are canceled 


unless “end of life” exception. 


As of Sunday, there were no indications that the snap lockdown would have to 
be extended. 


“This lockdown won’t be on any longer than it needs to be,” Andrews said. 
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Liar Andrews 


On the day the lockdown described above was set to expire, Premier Danny 
Andrews backtracked on his suggestion that there would be a lockdown 
extension. He told Victoria's schools and businesses to expect the lockdown to 
be extended until at least Friday, 23 July. South Australia and New South Wales 
are also facing renewed restrictions. 


TRENDPOST: Again and again, it’s the same story. Rather than protecting the 
most vulnerable groups, politicians instead lock down entire nations, states, and 
cities, throwing millions out of work, destroying businesses, causing untold 
depression from social isolation, pushing crime rates higher, and preventing a 
return to any semblance of normal life. 


And, most importantly, the shelter-in-place, mask wearing outdoors, sanitizing 
surfaces, social distancing and other mandates that are made up by bureaucrats 
and politicians to fight the COVID War lack a scintilla of scientific evidence. 


TRENDPOST: “Cases” do not equal deaths and as we reported the Delta variant 
is less lethal than COVID-19, yet these facts are ignored by the fear-mongering 
media. 


For example, Sydney which was in lockdown and is now being extended said 
one person died from the virus, which brings the total to three since the start of 
the year. Australia has absorbed just over 900 deaths since the start of the virus. 


We have pointed out in previous issues that of the 911 recorded COVID deaths, 
only 55 are under 70 years of age and 695 are 80 years of age or older. Yet, 
despite these facts, which are NEVER reported in the mainstream media. And 
rather than taking measures to protect the most vulnerable, much of the nation is 
in lockdown and the lives and livelihoods of millions are being destroyed. 
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Gladys Berejiklian, the New South Wales premier, told reporters on Saturday that 
the restrictions will last until the end of July. We reported in our 29 June issue, in 
an article titled, “VARIANTS FORCE NEW RESTRICTIONS IN ISRAEL 
AUSTRALIA,” that Berejiklian has said she is more concerned now about the 
virus than ever before. 


Dr. Mariangela Simao, the World Health Organization’s assistant director-general, 
said those who are vaccinated should not “feel safe.” 


“Vaccine alone won’t stop community transmission,” Simao said. “People need 
to continue to use masks consistently, be in ventilated spaces... hand hygiene, 
the physical distance, avoid crowding. This still continues to be extremely 
important, even if you're vaccinated when you have a community transmission 
ongoing.” 


Yahoo News reported that Sydney police vowed to crack down on those who 
disobey the order. A group of beachgoers in Sydney were called “self-entitled” 
for reportedly disregarding the restrictions. 


The Al Jazeera report said businesses in Sydney that require their workers to 
return to the office can be fined up to $7,402. 


LAND OF THE FREE NOT U.S.: SPANISH COURT RULES LOCKDOWNS 
UNCONSTITUTIONAL 


When the COVID War broke out in 2020, 
Spanish politicians imposed some of the 
most draconian lockdown rules in Europe. 
People were confined to their homes and 
permitted to venture out only for work or to 
buy food or medicine or visit a hospital; all 
but essential industries were shut down. 
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Last Wednesday Spain's Constitutional Court ruled that the lockdown, based on 
a declared state of emergency, was unconstitutional. 


The court addressed the issue in response to a petition from the Vox party which 
argued that the measures were unduly harsh and amounted to a suspension of 
civil liberties, rather than mere restriction thereof. The court agreed, annulling 
those portions of the state of emergency decree that violated citizens’ rights to 
move about freely. 


(Subsequent lockdowns in Spain have also been harsh, and have engendered 
fear that the impact on the economy would be disastrous; see our September 
2020 article, "MADRID'S PARTIAL LOCKDOWN MET WITH CITIZEN 
FRUSTRATION.") 


One effect of the court's ruling is that it may result in cancellation of fines levied 
against those who violated the lockdown. 


PUBLISHER’S NOTE: Most of the so-called Western democracies 
(warmongering nations that invade foreign countries to steal their resources 
under the guise of bringing freedom and democracy) have robbed their citizens 
of their Constitutional Rights of freedom and democracy by imposing dictatorial 
COVID War lockdown orders. 


Also, that the Spanish courts ruled these measures as unconstitutional barely 
made the mainstream media. And when it was reported, the story was never 
headline news. Thus, the fact that billions of people have lost their basic human 
rights to authoritarian political gangs is, essentially, the way of dystopia and not 
important. 


This is “news?” As we would say in the real world, “Who gives a shit.” 
What is more important news for the corporate media to pump—and splashed 


across the headlines today—is that the richest man in the world, the monopolist 
Jeff Bezos, took a trip into space. 
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BIDEN: FACEBOOK KILLING PEOPLE’ FOR ALLOWING VACCINE 
MISINFORMATION 


President Joe Biden on Friday blamed 
Facebook for essentially “killing people” 
since it continues to allow some vaccine 
“misinformation” to spread on its platform. 


“They’re killing people,” Biden said, 
according to The New York Times. “Look, 
the only pandemic we have is among the unvaccinated, and that—and they’re 
killing people.” 


The paper pointed out that the comments were made as the administration 

considers new ways to get more Americans willing to sign up for the jab. Jen 
Psaki, the White House press secretary, said some information shared on the 
platform has led people to refuse the vaccine and they are “dying as a result.” 


Republicans jumped on Biden’s comments. Senator Ron Johnson tweeted that 
Biden is correct about “Big Tech’s role” in misinformation, but “he’s just pointing 
his finger at the wrong problem.” 


"It’s their suppression and censorship of early treatment that has cost lives. 
Social media should have been an open forum for solutions, instead it has 
become a tool for Big Brother," he tweeted. 


The Trends Journal has reported on the future of social media companies and 
what it means for our freedoms. (See: “FACEBOOK EXEC EXPLAINS 
DYSTOPIAN Al FUTURE,” and “FACEBOOK REMOVES VACCINE VICTIMS 
PAGE”). 
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Glenn Greenwald, the journalist, also tweeted, "Are social media companies also 
guilty of ‘killing people’ if they allow content encouraging people to be obese, to 
consume fatty junk food, content which glorifies cigarette smoking and large 
amounts of alcohol consumption and a sedentary lifestyle?" 


Facebook said it will “not be distracted by accusations which aren’t supported 
by the facts.” A spokeswoman from the company pointed to the company’s 
effort to promote “authoritative information” about the virus. 


Psaki said about 12 individuals produce about 65 percent of the misinformation 
on the Facebook platform and questioned why some may be banned on one 
social media platform and not another. She was also criticized after she revealed 
that the White House flags “problematic” posts to Facebook that it deems are 
spreading misinformation. 


Psaki was asked Thursday about the Biden administration’s request for tech 
companies to be more "aggressive" when policing what they referred to as 
"misinformation." Psaki revealed that the White House is "in regular touch with 
social media platforms" to handle it. 


"We are in regular touch with the social media platforms and those 
engagements typically happen through members of our senior staff and also 
members of our COVID-19 team — given, as Dr. [Vivek] Murthy [the U.S. 
surgeon general] conveyed, this is a big issue, of misinformation, specifically on 
the pandemic," Psaki explained. 


Greenwald tweeted in response: “If you don't find it deeply disturbing that the 
White House is "flagging" internet content that they deem "problematic" to their 
Facebook allies for removal, then you are definitionally an authoritarian. No other 
information is needed about you to know that.” 
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NEWSOWM’S ‘MISSION ACCOMPLISHED’ MOMENT SEEN AS HIS LATEST 
COVID SNAFU 


On 22 June, the Trends Journal ran an 
article titled, “TRIUMPHANT RE-OPENING’ 
OF NY, CALIFORNIA,” which focused on 
New York’s Gov. Andrew “Book Deal” 
Cuomo, and California’s Gov. Gavin “French 
Laundry” Newsom taking a victory lap when 
they announced their states’ reopening. 


Newsom made the reopening announcement while standing next to characters 
from “Transformers” and “Despicable Me” at Universal Studios. 


“We are here today, June 15, to turn the page,” he said, according to The New 
York Times. The report said his “clean-shaven face was mask-free” while 
basking in the Los Angeles sunshine. 


But in the four weeks since the announcement, the state has taken a sharp turn 
toward new restrictions and health officials blame what they say is a deadly 
combination of unvaccinated individuals and the emergence of the Delta variant. 
The new indoor mask mandate was announced at about the same time that the 
University of California’s school system announced that most faculty and 
staffers will be barred from campuses unless they’ve been vaccinated. 


“This is becoming a pandemic of the unvaccinated,” Dr. Rochelle P. Walensky, 
the head of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, said, according to 
the paper. 


The report pointed out that there has been some disconnect in the messaging 


between local and federal health agencies. For example, the CDC now says 
masks are not required for those who are fully vaccinated. Los Angeles County 
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now requires them regardless of vaccination status. Walensky said local officials 
should make decisions about what is best for their public. 


Despite the new mask mandates, the county is far from its worst infection rate 
since the start of the outbreak. The paper said the county has been recording 
about 3,000 new cases per day compared to 44,000 new infections per day in 
the winter months. Dr. Peter Hotez, a vaccine expert at Baylor College of 
Medicine, issued a dire warning to those who are not vaccinated. 


“If you have been lucky enough to escape infection previously and you’re not 
vaccinated, your luck is about to run out,” he said. 


Newsom has been criticized for lacking a strong grassroots message to minority 
communities in the state that have been more reluctant to sign up to be 
vaccinated. 


“| cannot impress upon you more, the power of getting vaccinated,” he said last 
week. “If we want to extinguish this pandemic, this disease, we’ve got to get 
vaccinated. Period. Full stop.” 


TRENDPOST: Totally absent is the fact that despite California Governor 
Newsom being the first in the United States to impose harsh lockdown mandates 
on the state of 40 million people, the measures—while destroying the lives and 
livelihoods of millions and sucking the joy out of life—did nothing to prevent 
another round of draconian measures, such as mask wearing. 


The real message of course, is not mask wearing, but part of the global push for 
mass COVID vaccinations. 
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“UNLOCK MICHIGAN” SHACKLES WHITMER 
os 


The Michigan Senate passed a petition late last 
__ week that would revoke Gov. Gretchen 

_ Whitmer's emergency powers. The measure 
will now be voted on by the state House of 
Representative, where it’s also expected to 
pass. 


Organized by Unlock Michigan, the popular 
petition garnered over 340,000 signatures, and was confirmed by the Board of 
State Canvassers a few days before the Michigan Senate voted 20-15 to uphold 
it. 


Whitmer has been widely criticised for pandemic power abuses, including 
flouting her own policies on multiple occasions, including attending a crowded 
celebration at a restaurant while restricting Michigan residents from doing the 
same, and violating her own travel related restrictions. Her husband was also 
caught skirting pandemic related emergency powers early on during the COVID 
saga. 


The petition to revoke powers, which can’t be vetoed by Whitmer, targeted the 
Emergency Powers Act of 1945. That law was used by the Michigan Democrat 
to impose some of the most oppressive restrictions of any state during the 
so-called COVID-19 epidemic. 


“This proposal symbolizes a people's veto of this governor's limitless power that 
she's sought to claim throughout this pandemic,” Republican state Senator Tom 


Barrett told colleagues on the Senate floor, in the lead up to the vote. 


Michigan Senate Majority Leader Mike Shirkey added that the petition “doesn't 
take authority away” but “reassesses where power belongs.” 
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Democrats voting against the petition claimed that it was necessary for the 
Governorship to retain nearly unrestricted emergency powers, in order to quickly 
deal with emergency situations. 


RAND PAUL LAYS DOWN LAW TO FAUCI 


During a hearing on the COVID-19 virus on 
Tuesday, Sen. Rand Paul (R-KY) quizzed 
Dr. Anthony Fauci about his previous 
assertion that the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) had never sponsored 
gain-of-function research at the Wuhan 
Institute of Virology. 


“Dr. Fauci, aS you are aware it is a crime to lie to Congress. And yet, 
gain-of-function research was done entirely in the Wuhan Institute ... and 
was funded by the NIH,” Paul said, citing Wuhan Virology paper entitled, 
‘Discovery of a Rich Gene Pool of Bat SARS-Related Coronaviruses.’ 


“In this paper ... she credits the NIH and lists the actual number of the 
grant that she was given by the NIH,” Paul said. “In this paper, she took 
two bat coronavirus genes, spiked genes, and combined them with a 
SARS-related backbone to create new viruses that are not found in 
nature.” 


Paul challenged Fauci’s truthfulness during a Senate Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor & Pensions hearing. He brought up Fauci’s testimony of 11 
May, during which the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
(NIAID) director stated that the NIH has not ever and does not now fund gain of 
function research in the Wuhan Institute of Virology. 
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Fauci reacted angrily, and refused to withdraw his prior comments, yelling at the 
Kentucky senator, "You don't know what you're talking about." 


Paul also quoted Dr. Richard H. Ebright, a Rutgers molecular scientist, who 
described the Wuhan research as matching the kind of research prohibited in 
the U.S. under gain--of-function ban. According to Ebright, the experiments 
were the “definition of gain of function research done entirely in Wuhan for which 
there was supposed to be a federal pause.” 

“Senator Paul, | have never lied before the Congress and | do not retract that 
statement,” Fauci asserted. “This paper that you were referring to was judged by 
qualified staff up and down the chain as not being gain Of function.” 


“You take an animal virus and you increase this transmissibility to humans, 
you’re saying that’s not gain of function?” Paul pressed. 


“Yeah that is correct, and Senator Paul, you do not know what you are talking 
about, quite frankly. And | want to say that officially. You do not know what you 
are talking about,” Fauci was plainly thrown off and combative by the line of 
questioning. 


Paul has previously forced the COVID czar to equivocate on whether he ruled 


out the possibility that the virus originated from the Wuhan lab, as opposed to 
emanating from a natural occurrence. 
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TRENDS IN GEOPOLITICS 


! 


RUSSIA BACKING MYANMAR JUNTA AFTER COUP 


As we have been reporting in the Trends Journal, since 1 February, tens of 
thousands of protesters in Myanmar have taken to the streets to fight for 
democracy. That has been as a result of a military coup that overturned recent 
election results and arrested the civilian leader, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, who 
reportedly won by a landslide this past November. 


The protesters — many of them young people— face an emboldened police force 
backed by the military. The Assistance Association for Political Prisoners said 
912 people have died at the hands of the new regime since the coup. 


On 30 March, in a report titled, “MYANMAR: ANOTHER DAY, MORE 
BLOODSHED,” we pointed out that Russia announced that it hoped to 
strengthen military ties with Myanmar after top military officials met in 
Naypyitaw. Reuters said the meeting “is the firmest sign yet of Russia’s support 
for the new military rulers in Myanmar.” 
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Alexander Fomin, the Russian envoy, met with Min Aung Hlaing, Chairman of the 
State Administration Council of Myanmar at the time, and assured him that 
Moscow was “committed to a strategy aimed at bolstering relations between the 
two countries.” 


We have long reported extensively that the junta would not be able to stand on 
its own without significant help from countries like Russia and China. The Wall 
Street Journal reported on Saturday that it appears Russia is the willing ally. 


The paper reported that Moscow hosted Min Aung Hlaing to discuss “defense 
relations” and—unlike China, which has expressed reservations about the 
coup—seemed committed to offering diplomatic and security assurances for the 
country. 


“China is trying to be sitting in the middle,” Kyaw Moe Tun, Myanmar’s 
ambassador to the UN (from the old administration), said, according to the 
paper. He said China's noncommittal approach is why “military relations 
between Russia and Myanmar are even now increasing.” 


The paper said Myanmar is running out of countries willing to conduct business 
with, so Russia looks all the more appealing. In a report in our 22 June issue 
titled “UN TAKES ACTION AGAINST MYANMAR RULERS,” we pointed out that 
the United Nations General Assembly—in its toughest rebuke yet— demanded 
that the junta end the takeover and stop the killing. The resolution called on 
Myanmar’s armed forces to release Suu Kyi, President Win Myint and other 
detained politicians. The resolution also called for the release of “all those who 
have been arbitrarily detained, charged or arrested.” 


Thirty-six countries abstained, including China, Russia, and Mali. 
Belarus—which is reportedly a major arms supplier for the country—voted 
against the resolution. 


Min Aung Hlaing announced last week that senior Russian defense officials 
promised him COVID-19 vaccines to help the country deal with an increase in 


cases, a goodwill gesture no doubt to further cement the relationship. 
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“| told them that | want two million and they will give,” he said on army-owned 
Myawaddy television, the report said. 


Myanmar is recording over 5,000 new daily cases and more than a third of tests 
on average are coming back positive, state-run media reported this week. 


Business Insider reported that there has been a fight over oxygen in the country, 
with the military claiming that the population is hoarding oxygen while the 
population accused the military of the same charge. Reports said that soldiers in 
the country opened fire on people in line for oxygen in Yangon. 


"| wonder if the military is trying to survive by making it so there are no people 
left in the country," Ko Thein Zaw, a resident of Mandalay, told The New York 
Times. 


TREND FORECAST: Civil unrest will continue to escalate as people lose 
everything and have nothing left to lose. However, we maintain our forecast that 
military rule will continue in Myanmar, and threats by the UN, the United States, 
and other nations will achieve nothing in terms of bringing so-called 
“Democracy” to the country. 


Furthermore, the stronger outside countries pressure the Myanmar 
government—be they in sanctions or supporting rebel movements—the greater 
the ruling government will strengthen its ties with its Chinese neighbor. 


Russia is one of the Myanmar military’s main suppliers of arms. Russia is willing 
to exert itself in areas that it sees as beneficial in its long-term outlook. And 
Moscow knows that the U.S. has no interest in getting tied up in a conflict over 
Myanmar. The U.S. will issue press releases and new sanctions but there will be 
no political will to intervene in any substantial way. 
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CHINA RIDICULES U.S. AFGHAN DEFEAT 


A top Chinese official made it clear that 
Beijing will place blame squarely on the U.S. 
if the chaos breaking out in Afghanistan 
spreads throughout the region, according to a 
report. 


“The United States, which created the Afghan 
issue in the first place, should act responsibly to ensure a smooth transition in 
Afghanistan,” Wang Yi, China’s foreign minister, said during a forum in Beijing 
earlier this month, according to The New York Times. “It should not simply shift 
the burden onto others and withdraw from the country with the mess left behind 
unattended.” 


The paper reported that Beijing is trying to orchestrate a peaceful transition in 
the country between the Taliban and Kabul. 


The Trends Journal has reported extensively on the U.S. boondoggle in Kabul 
and its retreat. (See: “U.S. PANEL: KEEP FIGHTING LOSING AFGHAN WAR” 
and “AFGHANISTAN WAR: THE END IS NEAR’). 


We pointed out that President George W. Bush ordered the invasion of 
Afghanistan on 7 October 2001, stating the purpose was to capture Osama bin 
Laden, leader of the organization Al-Qaeda, which, according to U.S. 
intelligence, was behind the attacks on the World Trade Center and Pentagon on 
11 September 2001. 


Bin Laden denied any involvement, and, as we have reported in detail in 

the Trends Journal, Bush refused to negotiate, provide evidence... or even talk 
to the Taliban regarding bin Laden’s role in the attack. Long forgotten is the 
report that 15 of the 9/11 terrorists were Saudi’s, one of America’s treasured 
allies. 
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As Gerald Celente had forecast— and, at the time, was chastised for and banned 
from the major media he frequently appeared on—the U.S. military would not 
win in Afghanistan: 


“If Alexander the Great couldn’t pull it off... If the British at the height of the 
British Empire couldn’t beat them and the Russians couldn’t beat the 
Afghans, neither will the American military.” 


As we reported in a 29 June article “BYE BYE U.S.: TALIBAN TO TAKE KABUL.” 
the Taliban has been taking control of large swaths of land without much of a 
fight. Security forces in the country have been known to surrender and hand 
over equipment and vehicles provided by the U.S. and paid for by American 
taxpayers. 


The U.S. still has about 1,250 troops in the country who will be exiting by 11 
September. The war has cost the American taxpayer more than $2 trillion since 
2001. 


The Times’ report said Taliban militants this month have made significant gains 
inside the country and gained control of Badakhshan, which the paper 
described as the province that “reaches the mountainous Chinese border 
through the Wakhan Corridor.” 


Tajikistan’s State Committee for National Security said in a statement that it was 
“guided by the principles of humanism and good neighborliness,” when it 
allowed 300 fleeing Afghan military personnel to cross into its territory while 
Taliban fighters advanced. Al Jazeera reported that the most gains for the 
Taliban have occurred in the northern reaches of the country, which had been 
the “stronghold of the U.S.-allied strongmen who helped defeat them [the 
Taliban] in 2001.” 


Li Wei, an analyst at the China Institutes of Contemporary International 


Relations, said, “We don’t want to see a turbulent country around us that 
becomes such a soil for terrorist activities.” 
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The Times pointed out that prior to the 2001 attacks, the Taliban would allow 
some Uyghur fighters who had been resisting Chinese rule in the country for 
safe haven. 


Gen. David Petraeus, who retired from the Army to become director of the CIA in 
2011 and is now a partner at KKR, told CNN, "I fear we will look back and regret 
the decision to withdraw. Sadly, we may regret that sooner than | had originally 
thought when | said that right after the decision was announced." 


TREND FORECAST: As we have forecast in TOP TRENDS 2021: THE RISE OF 
CHINA, the 20th century was the American century—the 21st century will be the 
Chinese century. The business of China is business; the business of America is 
war. 


While America spent countless trillions waging and losing endless wars and 
enriching its military-industrial complex, China has spent its trillions advancing 
the nation’s businesses and building its 21st-century infrastructure. 


And while America and Europe have outsourced their manufacturing to China 
and developing nations to increase profit margins, China’s dual 
circulation/self-sustaining economic model is directed toward keeping jobs and 
trade and profits within the nation, thus relying less on global trade. 


HISTORIC WAVE OF VIOLENCE, LOOTING IN SOUTH AFRICA 


5 


Deadly protests and looting broke out 
across South Africa—a country that has 
economically suffered under COVID-19 

_ lockdowns—after the arrest earlier this 

| month of Jacob Zuma, the former president, 
for failing to attend a corruption inquiry over 
his nine-year rule. 
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The Financial Times described a dire situation in the country. Cities “are trawled 
by gangs of looters, motorways, and vital economic arteries have shut, as have 
vaccination centers and businesses.” At least 200 people have been killed by 
either police, in stampedes, or by vigilantes, The Washington Post reported. 


Major warehouses in Durban, the coastal city in eastern South Africa’s 
KwaZulu-Natal province and the country’s biggest port, have been burned and 
looted. Police officers often watch the crimes unfold without so much as blowing 
a whistle. 


“It is a war zone,” John Steenhuisen, the leader of the main opposition 
Democratic Alliance, told the FT. “Towns deserted, shops looted, bodies lying on 
the road. We have an internal ANC [African National Congress] battle that has 
spilled over onto the streets of KwaZulu-Natal... the initiative has been lost by 
the security services. They need urgent reinforcement.” 


KwaZulu-Natal is considered to be Zuma’s home area, The Wall Street 
Journal reported. 


The country’s defense ministry ordered more troops into the street than any 
other time since the end of apartheid in 1994. The country has deployed 10,000 
soldiers and there are plans to deploy 15,000 more in the next few days. 


The paper reported that Zuma has been blamed for hollowing out security forces 
in the country and filling them with “acolytes.” These agencies became an arm 
of the Zuma government and were employed to harass opposition figures, the 
report said. 


“South Africa is a country that has been dealing with a lot already, and all it 
needed was just a spark,” Sello Hatang, the chief executive of the Nelson 
Mandela Foundation, told The Washington Post. “President Zuma became a 
spark of the worst kind because it was at a time when the pressure had now 
come to bear, and many people had lost a lot more jobs.” 
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The Trends Journal has reported on the challenging economic situation in the 
country. On 10 March 2020, we ran an article titled, “SOUTH AFRICA: 
RECESSION TO DEPRESSION” and pointed out that South African president 
Cyril Ramaphosa’s attempt to get the economy back on track was stalled. We 
predicted at the time: 


“The current recession took hold before any disruption caused by the 
coronavirus sensation. As South Africa’s economic crisis worsens, citizen 
protests will dramatically escalate, and the government will take strong 
military measures to quell the riots and demonstrations.” 


The FT pointed out that even before Ramaphosa, previously a miner union 
leader and now a businessman worth some half a billion dollars, began to order 
lockdowns, joblessness in the country was stubbornly high among the young. 
Youth unemployment reached 74 percent. Overall unemployment in the country 
is about 32 percent. More than half of the country’s 58 million are living in 
poverty. 


The paper said the social safety net was hurt during the lockdowns 
and—because of public angst—unrest was all but certain. The government’s 
decision to stop an emergency $24 monthly grant for the jobless was also 
criticized as an unwise decision. 


“This all began with ANC factionalism,” Ziyanda Stuurman, a security analyst, 
told the paper. She said in “the most unequal country in the world, there were 
always going to be people who felt that they had nothing to lose.” 


One owner of a security firm in the country told the paper that the protests are 
not about Zuma. 


“People are hungry because of this lockdown and unemployment,” he said. 


The Al Jazeera report said that “fuel, food, and medicine shortages” are 
expected to be felt in the country in the next few days. 
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Al Jazeera reported that thousands of businesses in the country have been 
looted, including 200 malls and shopping centers. Humphrey Jeffries, the owner 
of a trucking components business in the Johannesburg Central Business 
District, told the news network that his business has been closed: 


“We are not open because we will be looted of equipment that took us 
decades to afford and my staff of 14 must stay home until it’s safe,” he 
said. “After 48 years of being in business, we face the real prospect of 
lay-offs and even closure now. We managed to get through the initial 
COVID-19 madness of lockdowns but this is too much now.” 


Zuma, 79, voluntarily surrendered earlier this month to start a 15-month prison 
sentence. He was found guilty of contempt for failing to appear before a 
commission, The New York Times reported. His loyalists claim that he was the 
victim of a conspiracy, the paper said, noting that the claim was made without 
evidence. 


TREND FORECAST: As we have noted in the Trends Journal, nations across 
the globe that were already in the grips of social unrest prior to COVID have 
been locked down, and the protests that were threatening ruling governments 
have been prohibited, despite low death rates. As Gerald Celente has noted, 
“When people lose everything and have nothing left to lose, they lose it.” 


South Africa, as we have been reporting, is one of those nations that was 
wracked in protests and economically sinking before the COVID War was 
launched. Thus, we forecast rising crime, deepening poverty and rampant civil 
unrest. 
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U.S. BACK IN HAITI AFTER PRESIDENT’S ASSASSINATION? 


The Biden administration is considering the 

role that the U.S. military should play in Haiti 
after an alleged team of mercenaries armed 

| raided the President of Hait’s Port-au-Prince 
home earlier this month and killed him. 


The New York Times laid out the history of 
the U.S.’s relationship with the island nation and how, in the 1960s, President 
John F. Kennedy considered ousting François Duvalier, the despotic ruler. 
Kennedy decided to leave him in place and the paper pointed out that the 
decision led to 23 “disastrous years” in the country. 


The paper then pointed out that President Bill Clinton, in an apparent effort to 
avoid a similar fate of Kennedy’s, intervened in the country after seeking UN 
approval. In 1994, he ordered the overthrow of the junta and restored 
democracy on the island. The troops in “Operation Uphold Democracy” were 
welcomed by a cheering crowd. Clinton referred to the coup as a reign of terror. 


“The intervention in Haiti was a short-lived success,” James Dobbins, who then 
was U.S. special envoy, told the Times. “It achieved all of its objectives with no 
casualties within a very short timeframe. But it didn't take hold. Haiti illustrated 

that these things take a long time—they don't transform a society overnight.” 


The Times pointed out that instead of having a positive role in Haitian society, 
the Clinton intervention probably hurt the county. The paper said, 
“American-pushed economic reforms flooded the country with imported food 
and other goods that drowned out Haitian businesses.” 


There was another coup in 2004 by UN peacekeepers, but the island was hit 


with a devastating earthquake a few years later. Robert Fatton, a Haitian-born 
political scientist at the University of Virginia, told the paper that “the forces that 
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Haitians had once greeted as saviors” became a “resented a foreign occupation, 
really hated.” 


The paper reported that the UN peacekeepers took over law enforcement in the 
country, but that led to its own problems. Police officers in the country—who 
were essentially out of a job—turned to crime and when the peacekeepers were 
reassigned, there became a vacuum. 


“Once they exited, it got very messy again and the gangs are even more 
powerful than they were,” Fatton said. 


The paper pointed out that the UN force exited in 2017 and were shrouded in 
scandal. 


President Joe Biden said Thursday that the U.S. planned to bolster its security at 
its embassy in the country following the unrest. The Biden administration has 
said it does not plan to send troops into the country. 


“We’re only sending American Marines to our embassy,” he said, according to 
the Associated Press. “The idea of sending American forces to Haiti is not on the 
agenda.” 


Mathias Pierre, the country’s economic minister, told the AP that Biden’s 
comment shows that there is a chance that the U.S. could intervene. 


“This is not a closed door. The evolution of the situation will determine the 
outcome. In the meantime, the government is doing everything we can to 
stabilize the country, return to a normal environment and organize elections 
while trying to come through a political agreement with most political parties.” 


Président Jovenel Moise, 53, a former banana exporter who has been ruling by 
decree and considered illegitimate by some, was assassinated, allegedly, by a 
team of 28 mercenaries while inside his home in the capital city. His wife was 
also injured in the raid. 
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The media says a squad was made up of foreign mercenaries, including two 
American citizens and retired Colombian soldiers. 


The U.S. threw its support behind the de facto prime minister Claude Joseph. 
He has claimed to be in charge while Ariel Henry, a neurosurgeon appointed as 
new prime minister just days before the killing, has also claimed the role. A 
former cultural minister told The New York Times that it seems that nobody 
knows for sure who is in charge and the country’s 11 million are in a 
“wait-and-see and powerless position.” 


The Times pointed out that even as Moise’s popularity within the county began 
to diminish, the U.S. continued to show almost unconditional support— even as 
protests demanded his resignation in 2019. The paper pointed out that former 
President Trump at the time posed “cheerfully with him” in Mar-a-Lago. The 
paper said even the Biden administration was warned about allegations of 
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Moise’s “anti-democratic abuses,” but still supported his claim to power. 


Current and former Washington officials told the paper that supporting Moïse 
was viewed by the U.S. as “the easiest way of maintaining stability in a troubled 
country that barely figured into the priorities of successive administrations.” 


TRENDPOST: We reported in a 2019 article “HAITI: NOTHING LEFT TO LOSE” 
that thousands took to the streets while inflation hit 22.6 percent, and fuel 
shortages and prices of basic goods continued to rise as the currency was 
devalued. 


It should also be noted that Woodrow “War Monger” Wilson, of the Harvard, 
Princeton, Yale — Bullets, Bombs and Banks Gang, sent U.S. Troops to invade 
Haiti in 1915... two years after he turned America’s monetary system over the 
Federal Reserve private Banksters, and two years before he dragged the U.S. 
into World War I. 


The U.S. occupied Haiti for nearly 20 years and killed over 15,000 of its people 
who resisted the occupation. 
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TRENDS-EYE VIEW 


ks 


U.S. COAST GUARD 


BIDEN BUILDS FLOTILLA WALL AGAINST CUBAN REFUGEES 


The Biden administration has had no problem abusing U.S. law, claiming 
“political refuge” for central and south American immigrants who clearly are 
migrating for economic reasons. 


But when it comes to real political refugees fleeing a decrepit Communist state, 
the administration has had no problem building a “flotilla wall”. 


In the midst of growing tensions between the Cuban communist regime and 
Cubans wanting freedom, Biden Nation Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas 
warned Cubans last week that if they abandon their homeland, they will not be 
allowed to enter the United States. 


Mayorkas, whose family emigrated from Cuba, gave lip service to their cause, 
saying "solidarity with the Cuban people and their cry for freedom." 


But he made it clear Cubans were one of the few immigrant groups the 
administration would build a floating wall to keep out: 
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“The Coast Guard, along with our state, local, and federal partners are 
monitoring any activity that may indicate increases in unsafe and irregular 
maritime migration in the Florida straits, including unpermitted vessel 
departures from Florida to Cuba. The time is never right to attempt 
migration by sea. To those who risk their lives doing so, this risk is not 
worth taking.” 


DeSantis Calls Out Hypocrisy 


Florida is home to the largest Cuban immigrant population in the U.S., and 
Repulican Governor Ron DeSantis wasted no time lambasting the Biden 
administration’s stance. 


“[Cubans] have a hundred times greater case for political persecution 
escaping a communist regime than the other migrants who are simply 
crossing the border for more economic possibilities. It's a complete double 
standard, but to be honest, we expected it since | believe a lot of their 
border regulations are extremely political in nature.” 


It’s no political secret that Cubans have been one of the most conservative 
immigrant voting blocs in America, especially compared to most other hispanic 
groups. 


Speaking on Fox News, DeSantis agreed that the best way to aid Cubans was to 
support them on the island. “We do believe the struggle for freedom is in Cuba, 
with the Cuban people. We want to be on board with it. However, we do not 
believe that a large migration is in their or our best interests.” 


DeSantis acknowledged that there are legitimate asylum cases on the southern 


border with Mexico. But he stressed that political persecution of Cuban exiles is 
more severe. 
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TRENDPOST: Just as other nations are dealing with protests of people fed up 
with economic consequences of the COVID War, Cuba is witnessing deep 
unrest. 


The Cuban economy relies heavily on tourism, and as we have forecast, the pain 
of lockdowns and restricted travel are likely far from over. 


Also, the longstanding ideological battle over whether to lift or keep economic 
sanctions on the regime will gain a higher profile if protests continue. The eight 
years of the Obama / Biden administration saw a lifting of some sanctions. 
Trump reimposed them. 


The current Cuban protests might or might not result in a regime change after 
more than 60 years of Communist rule. It appears the Biden administration has 
no wish — or perhaps political reason — to get involved. 


CHINA SWALLOWING UP U.S. FARMLAND 


Former President Donald Trump fought a 
trade war that benefitted U.S. farmers, 
scoring higher buys from China of 
agricultural products. 


But China is taking a different tack now, 
buying up U.S. farmland, and both Republicans and Democrats in Congress 
have noticed. 


“{It’s] leading us toward the creation of a Chinese-owned agricultural land 
monopoly,” Rep. Dan Newhouse (R-WA) says. 


Newhouse authored an amendment that was recently included to an 
Agriculture-FDA funding bill that aims to prevent future agricultural purchases by 


firms controlled by the Chinese Communist Party, in part or in whole. 
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Notably, the measure has bi-partisan support. Senator Sen. Elizabeth Warren 
(D-MA) has backed legislative efforts similar to Newhouse's amendment. 


Not every pol is aboard, though. Grace Meng, a New York Democrat 
Representative, complained that the amendment would “perpetuate already 
rising anti-Asian hate.” 

Congress has made other recent moves in response to China stateside 
economic activity that poses strategic issues. For example, a recent bill 
addressed the United States' reliance on China in industries like semiconductors 
and minerals, which are both key components of the American supply chain. 


OLD FASHIONED CRIME ON THE STREETS OF SAN FRANCISCO 


Cybercrime may be a buzzword, but old 
fashioned crime in cities like San Francisco 
are costing millions of dollars a year for 
businesses, and ultimately communities 
and consumers. 


A recent Fox News report chronicled multiple people in the city who say they’ve 
never seen the shoplifting and car break-ins so prevalent. 


This is really bad. I’ve been in the Bay area 20 years, I’ve never seen this," said 
J.C. Hernandez, a local security guard. "It’s just lawlessness. People are just 
openly coming in and stealing stuff." 


Rachel Michelin, president of the California Retail Association, said that multi 
million-dollars worth of product is stolen from San Francisco stores annually, 
and this year may end up being the worst in a long time. She noted that a large 
cut of the proceeds is going to criminal gangs. 


Others, including business owners and police, confirmed the nature of the 
stealing didn’t fit with any notion that people are stealing “just to get by.” The 
items taken, the amounts, and the brazen nature of activities point to a hardened 
kind of criminal activity. 


A host of people interviewed also personally attested that they see numerous 
car break-ins, often carried out by busting windshields and grabbing goods, 
occurring on a daily basis. 


Adora Gipson, an employee at National Car Rental, said "We get broken 
windows every few minutes. We got like 30 cars now that’s with broken 
windows here because people have experienced the smash-and-grab thing." 


Where is the San Francisco DA? The Soros backed current office holder Chesa 
Boudin has an interesting background when it comes to crime. According to 
reports, Boudin is the son of two Weather Underground militants convicted of 
murder in a botched heist in 1981. His mother was freed from jail in 2003, but 
his father is still behind bars. Boudin was fostered by Bill Ayers, the infamous 
terrorist who was responsible for Barack Obama's political ascent, after his 
parents were imprisoned. 


Boudin, a Rhodes Scholar, served as a translator for Venezuelan President Hugo 
Chavez before attending Yale Law School and earning his law degree. 
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THE ART OF TRENDS 


“HAPPY DAYS... FAUCI JUMPING THE SHARK” by Stephen Green 


The show must go on! ... Delta, Gamma, Episilon! 
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TRENDS IN HI-TECH SCIENCE 


By Ben Daviss 

U.S. ARMY TESTS ANTI-AGING PILL 

In the next few months, the U.S. Army’s Special Operations Command will begin 
human trials on its own soldiers of oxidized nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide 
(NAD+). 

NAD occurs naturally in the body but declines with age. It’s essential in 
generating energy and taking it as a supplement can improve athletic 
performance and speed recovery from physical injuries. 

No wonder the U.S. Army is interested. 

It also can improve alertness, mental focus, memory, and concentration and is 


used to treat conditions ranging from Alzheimer’s Disease to chronic fatigue 
syndrome. 
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In addition, there are reports, but no clinical evidence, that NAD+ can reduce 
blood pressure and cholesterol, defend the liver against damage from alcohol, 
ease the symptoms of Parkinson’s Disease, and even counter jet lag. 


Mice engineered to show symptoms of Parkinson’s were fed nicotinamide 
riboside, the main ingredient the body uses to make NAD+. They showed less 
inflammation and their neurons degenerated more slowly than a control group of 
similarly sick mice. 


In other words, NAD+ can mute many of the conditions that afflict us as we age. 


The Army has completed safety and dosing trials and emphasizes that it’s 
introducing a substance into soldiers that’s already in their bodies naturally — the 
Army is just boosting the supply — and is not engaged in any form of genetic 
engineering. 


TRENDPOST: NAD+ isn’t the only candidate for an anti-aging pill. Metformin, a 
treatment for type 2 diabetes will be tested as a defense against the 
degradations of aging in a six-year trial of 3,000 people to be conducted by the 
American Federation for Aging Research, a 40-year-old nonprofit. 


Also, Rapamycin is being tested as an antidote to aging in a UCLA trial of 1,000 
older adults. (See “Rapalog Drugs May Extend Healthy Life,” Trends Journal, 12 
January, 2021.) 


TREND FORECAST: Within 20 years, effective, non-invasive treatments to slow 
the degeneration that comes with age will be FDA-approved and commercially 
available, first to the wealthy, then, as the market grows and product prices fall, 
to those of middle-class incomes. 


Eventually, health insurance companies will cover the treatments, finding them 


cheaper than paying ongoing charges for chronic conditions that untreated aging 
brings. 
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QUANTUM COMPUTING MAKES A QUANTUM LEAP 


In theory, quantum computers will quickly 
solve problems so complex that today’s 

1 best supercomputers would need years to 
figure out. 


In practice, quantum computers haven’t 
lived up to their promise. 


Why? They’re short of qubits. 


Conventional computers process bits of information sequentially — one at a time 
-as a series of digital ones and zeroes. 


In contrast, quantum computers are based on qubits, an electronic entity that, 
thanks to the quirks of quantum physics, can serve as a one and a zero at the 
same time. 

That speeds a computer’s “thought processes” exponentially. 

However, early versions of quantum computers have only managed to include a 
few qubits at a time, in part because of the precise electrical, optical, and 


magnetic conditions the computer has to maintain to keep qubits stable. 


Now a team of researchers from several universities has taken the number of 
manageable qubits from 51 to 256 in one leap. 


Previously, qubits were created by manipulating atoms laid out in a flat sheet 
one atom thick. 


The new arrangement has structured the array of atoms in two dimensions, 
giving the atoms entirely new ways to interact to create qubits. 
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TRENDPOST: The number of configurations among qubits that the new 
architecture makes possible exceeds the number of atoms in the universe, 
according to the research team. 


That number of qubits working together in various combinations to analyze the 
roots of a disease, design a drug, plot the course of a manned space flight, or 
solve any kind of knotty problem will produce new materials, better financial 
market models, previously unimaginable medical treatments, and other 
breakthroughs across the range of human experience. 


By the middle of this century, quantum computers will be on duty in research 
centers solving challenges researchers can’t begin to plumb today. 


A RETINAL PATCH TO RESTORE VISION 


A main cause of blindness is the death of 
the photoreceptor cells that carpet the 
retina that lines the eyeball’s interior. 


Scientists have found a way to grow new 
photoreceptor cells from stem cells. 


The problem: how to distribute the receptor cells evenly along the retina instead 
of having them scatter randomly or just clump. 


Now researchers at the University of Wisconsin at Madison have created an 
elegantly simple solution: a three-dimensional grid resembling a microscopic ice 
cube tray that can hold 300,000 receptor cells, about three times more than 
previous experimental structures could. 


Each compartment in the tray is a tiny funnel. A photoreceptor cell can be 
placed in each one, then, over time, the cell will grow down through the funnel to 


become part of the wearer’s own retinal tissue and eyeball structure. 
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The tray is made from something called poly(glycerol-sebacate), a synthetic 
biomaterial that has the necessary strength and elasticity to hold the cells in 
place but that also will be absorbed by the body over about two months as the 
new receptor cells mature and take root. 


The research team will test their creation in large animals some time in the next 
few months, then refine the structure for human trials. 


TRENDPOST: By the middle of the next decade, macular degeneration and 
other retinal-based forms of blindness will be treatable with technologies such as 
this. 


More broadly, by the middle of this century, stem cell technology should offer a 
range of replacement methods for various human parts, from retinas to entire 
organs. 


photoreceptor cells. 
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